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JESUS CONCEPTION OF HH KINGDOM OF GOD 

Introduction 

The phrase, kingdom of God, was definitely formed in 
the New lestament. ‘he idea of the divine kingdom which 
was to be established on this earth, under che direct rule 
of God, was much older than the Jewish nation itself. ‘the 
meaning of the kingdom of God was constantly changed and in- 
terpreted in accordance with the conditions and circumstan- 
ces of different periods. That is, the development of this 
idea of the Peston of God, from pre-exilic times to the 
period of our Lord, was very great. it evolved gradually 
from particularism, narrow nationalism and materialism to a 
universal and spiritual significance. 

fhe meaning of the kingdom of God, from the Jewish stand- 
point, would be defined as the sovereignty or rule of tod but 
not as the kingdom in the general political sense of a defi- 
nite territory governed by him. ithis view is held by both 
Dalman and Kdersheim according to their respecvive books - 
words of Jesus (p.94) and Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah 
(p.270). ‘then its primary significance in the New Testament 
seemed to be the complete realization of vhe sovereignty or 
rule of God. ‘the claim of these scholars seems to be quite 
justified, for in Psalms, we find many verses which mention 
God as king, for example, '™e Lord reigneth; he is clothed 
with majesty" (93.1) - "For the Lord is a great wod and a great 
King above all gods."(95.5) - "With trumpets and sound of cor- 


net make a joyful noise before the Lord, the King.” (98.6) 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
Graduate Theological Union 


https://archive.org/details/o14106450 


The real significance of the kingdom in the New Testa- 
ment should be "the divine community in which the will of 


God will be perfectly realized", though it is used also es- 


Chatologically, according to most New Testament scholars. 
in other words, Jesus brought a new message, the kingdom of 
God, which would bring in a new condition of things or a 
hew age in which man would do the will of God, as in heaven 


so on earth. 


It he Importance of Understanding the Essence of 
Jesus 31 Teaching. 


It is supremely important to have a clear conception 
of Jesus! view of the kingdom of God in order to apprehend 
the essence of his teachings, particularly in the Synoptic 
Gospels; for nearly all the principal and momentous themes 
he dealt with in his teachings are embodied in his procla- 
mation to the world of the kingdom of God. To understand 
his exact idea is most difficult, because of the question 
of the authenticity of his supposed sayings in the Synoptic 
Gospels. They had gone through the various stages of their 
evolutionary process, with many modifications and additions 
by their compilers. Undoubtedly, these modifications and 
additions, due to the situations of the early churches, had 
changed in many cases Jesus! original thought... Therefore, to 
get an ap oroximately correct idea about the kingdom, ‘one 
must make a very careful and critical examination of all his 
supposed sayings to determine which are original and which 
hata intrusions, and at the same time, one should be free from 


any temptation of modernizing Jesus too much to make his con- 
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ception of the kingdom agreeable to their own thinking, 


it would be almost impossible io have any comprehen- 


Sive knowledge of Jesus! view on the kingdom of God without 


an apprehension of its hisvorical background and the devel- 
opment of its idea in different periods. Thus, I will dis- 


cuss the different views on this question in the pre-exilic, 
exilic, postexilic and apocalyptic periods before entering 
into che discussion of Jesus? conception of it. 
Part I THE OLD TESTAMENT VIEW O THE KINGDUM OF GOD 
A. Pre-exilic Period 
1 Yahweh as a tribal God and the King of the israelites 
It was a well established Semitic custom to think of 
their gods as fathers to their families, as shields to their 


tribes, and as kings 


to their states, ‘the religious, social 
and political institutions were so closely related to each 
other that they almost became incorporated into one. Ancient 
religion was principally concerned with the practice of cus- 
toms and rituals as well as with the social and political 
affairs of states rather than with the real principle of the 
religious affairs of individuals. 

the Israelites, as a Semitic people, took Yahweh as their 
national God and regarded him as their supreme and only king, 
and to them he was more powerful than all other gods. ‘they 
thought of him as the national God of the Hebrews and believed 
that he had no authority outside of palestine.” This concep- 
tioh existed generally during the preprophevic vimes,. 


iI The Idea of a specially favored and chosen people. 
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1 Smith, W. R., Lectures on the Religion of the Semites, p.64 
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According to Genesis 12, the Hebrews became the chosen 
people of Yahweh through Abraham, to whom Yahweh had promised 
that he would be the seed of the future navion - Israel. ‘this 
covenant was also reinforced through Jacob. (Genesis 28.12ff) 

The people became more and more conscious that Yahweh 
was their mighty national God and only king, as he had proven 
his integrity to them in mugypt and had reminded them through 
Moses at Sinai, that the covenant made to their fathers would 
be fulfilled in making of them "a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation" in the promised land. (Exodus 19355) Their con- 
ception of Yahweh's morality was not beyond their ow. their 
Yahweh was considered as a war god, a god of revenge and jea- 
lousy, with a power which he used to destroy not only the en- 
emies of his chosen people, but when his own people disobeyed 
him or excited his wrath he destroyed them as well. However, 
they ever looked to Yahweh for wisdom, protection and victory, 
and particularly, in times of danger. 

According to the theory of che Hebrew writers, during two 
or more centuries after che Hebrews! invasion of ralestine, 
they lived as an organized nation of agriculturists instead of 
as Nomads, under the leadership of various judges who were aup- 
posed to be uhe appointees and che direct representatives of 
Yahweh. ‘The nation did not need a cheocratic king and in com- 
parison with their former nomadic life, they enjoyed greater 
happiness and prosperity and were very greatful to Yahweh for 
it all. ‘They had suffered and had been oppressed by vheir 


stronger neighboring states. At times they seemed not to be 
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favored by their God but they felt that it was because of 
their sins. They looked forward to the "Day of Yahweh", 
when their enemies would be thrown away and their blessings 
would be restored, as they were the sons of Abraham to whom 
Yahweh had made the covenant, 
III The Davidic Kingdom 

The nation, under the Judges, had been transformed into 
a kingdom, and under David and Solomon, it became most power- 
ful, According to later writers, the people had never enjoyed 
such happiness, peace and prosperity. The Davidic kingdom 
led the people to the belief that their longing, expectation 
and dream of God's blessing had come true and that the real 
kingdom of God was established through the Davidie line. Thus 
the Jews looked back upon this era as a golden one and as the 
SeRDLeOLeA of God's rule among them, and it became a typreee 
era for the history of the kingdom of God. The conception of 
‘theocracy was reinforced as David was supposed to represent 
the invisible sovereign among his people, and he was represented 
as fully conscious of the fact that he and his seed were repre- 
sentatives of the invisible sovereign, or the theocratic rulers, 
which had outlined that the kingdom would be established in the — 
house of David. (II Samuel 7.11-15) This idea is also found 
in Psalm 89.3f - "I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have 
sworn unto David my servant; Thy seed will I establish forever, 
And build up thy throne to all generations. 
; David seemed to have been an ideal theocratic ruler with 
a high sense of responsibility. He had ruled the kingdom with 
strict subordination to the will of God, and with an unselfish 
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motive to glorify God. 


1 


iV The Way of Yahweh and its connection with the Kingdom 

It was a common custom! for the Semitic people to have 
the idea that their tribal gods would always bring victories 
to them and would always punish their enemies. ‘The Israelites 
had been a warlike nation, engaging in numerous battles, eith- 
er to subjugate the Canaanites and ovher natives of Palestine 
or to protect ctchemselves against their stronger enemies. 00 
the Hebrews held a popular conception that the "Day of Yahweh!” 
was a great day of battle on which Yahweh would put himself at 
the head of the army of the israelites and destroy their ene- 
mies and lead them to an overwhelming victory. 

The people never ceased to hold the idea that their Yahweh 
was a mightier god than all other gods and that cvhey were the 
instruments to manifest to other nations power and superiority. 
They thought that they were destined to attain their great 
hope, political pre-eminence by Yahweh's great power, so that 
he would be glorified as the supreme king of the nation. They 
were particularly conscious of this fact, when the power of 
their little country reached its great height during their gol- 
den ages, the reigns of David, Solomon and Jeroboam Il. The re= 
fore, vhe "Day of Yahweh" was regarded as the day of victory 
for Yahweh and the Hebrews, and meant the beginning of the 
reign of Yahweh among the Israelites, 

During the declining days of israel, when the people were 
the constant object of roreign attack and oppression, they al- 


wavs cherished the thought of the “Day of Yahweh" ,which would 


4 a oy Tt = 2 A a Gs. Vol. hi pe421 
1 Mathews, S., “Day of Judgment” in D. C. & G., % 
2 Smith, WeRe, "Day of Yahweh" in Am. Jr. of Theo. ,V01l.5,p.505 
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bring to their enemies complete destruction and would restore 


the ancient glory of the golden age. ‘That is, they had dreamed 
unceasingly of the "Day of Yahweh" when their ideal kingdom of 
: David, Solomon and Jeroboam II would again be realized through 
" the intervention of their Yahweh, and when their enemies would 


be driven away like chaff before the winds of God's power, 


V The Prophetic Idea of the Day of Yahweh and the 
Kingdom of God, 


The prevalent conception of the "Day of Yahweh" during 
the preprophetic times has been discussed somewhat above, as 
merely a period of unbroken blessing and material prosperity, 
when the kingdom of God began to be ushered in. in the begin- 
ning of the eighth century B. C., the great prophets had over- 
thrown this old worn out conception of vthe “Day of Yahweh", 
Amos was che pioneer, in transforming this materialistic idea 
into the great significance of spirituality and in the deve lop- 
ment of the moral and religious life of the people, when he 
saw the tragic plight of immorality and the irreligious prac- 
tices oi the rulers. "Instead of being the day of Israel's 
glorification at the expense of her enemies, it now became the 
day of her humiliation and chastisement au the hands of Yahweh, "4 

In Amos 2.6ff3; 5.9-15; 5.10ff; and 6.4-8, we find that 
the prophet indignantly denounced the evil doings of the ruling 
classes, the priests and professional prophets particularly, 
for their bribery, drunkardness, exploitation of the people, and 
condemned them to be punished on the "Day of Yahweh", ‘This 
RTE attitude of Amos toward the old customary idea of the 
"Day of Yahweh" was chiefly due to the faet that he had a high 
Ea A ee EE rrr erect ae emer OL 


. Re, “Day of Yahweh” in Am. Jr. of Theo., Vol. 5 
eee Te OT 1901, p. 507. 
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ethical and religious conception of God, who is, morally 
speaking, the God of mercy and righteousness as well as the 
God of the universe, thus after Amos! time, the "Day of Yah- 
weh" had a momentous meaning and a religious coloring. 

in Hosea 4.5-; Isaiah 1,.21-24; and Jeremiah 2.26-51, we 
note that Amost successors were likewise against the sins of 
israel for which they would be punished on the "Day of Yahweh", 
through the natural instrument or the human instrument of Yah- 
weh. These great prophets not only emphasized the punishment 
of their own people but also that of other nations, aueeene 
"Day of Yahweh"; for the reason that Yahweh had begun to be 
recognized as the universal God. The absolute monotheistic 
conception was not known until Jeremiah who claimed that 
there is no God but Yahweh. Zephaniah advocated that the "Day 
of Yahweh" was all but a universal "Judgment Day" for the Jews 
as well as for the heathen. (Zeph. 5.8, 14-20) 

As to the conception of these great pre-exilic prophets 
on the kingdom of God, there was almost a unity of agreement 
among them. ‘this kingdom of God had meant to them the estab-= 
lishment of God's actual reign on earth, which would bring to 
the people as a nation happiness, peace and material prosperity. 
fhis kingdom would come sooner or later, Nearly all these pro- 
phets agreed that it would not come until the nation had been 
chastised and rectified and had again become a righteous nation. 
hen would they receive the promised blessing and the restored 
Davidic kingdom, which was identified with the kingdom of God. 


This conception of the messianic hope was held by Hosea, Isaiah, 


Micah and Jeremiah. 
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"Afterward shall the children of Israel 
return, and seek the Lord their God, and 
David their king; and shall come with fear 
unto the Lord and to his soodness in the 
latter days." (Hosea 3,5) 


"For unto us a child is born, unto us a 

son 1s given; and the sovernment shall be 
upon his shoulders and his name shall be 
called wonderful, councellor, mighty God, 
everlasting Father, prince of peace, of 

the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to establish 
it and to uphold it with judgment and with 
righteousness from henceforth even forever." 
(Isaiah 9.6f) 


"Therefore will he give them up, until the 
time that she which travaileth had brought 
forth; then the residue of his brethren 
shall return unto the children of Israel. 
And he shall stand, and shall feed his flock 
in the strength of the Lord his God: and 
they shall abide; for now he shall be great 
unto the ends of the earth. And this man 
shall be our peace.” (Micah 5.3ff) 


"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 

I will raise unto David a righteous branch 
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute judgment and justice in 

the land. In his days Judah shall be saved 
and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is 
his name whereby he shall be called, the Lord 
is our righteousness", (Jer. 23.58) 


These sample verses of the pre-exilic prophets clearly 
attest that the prophets agreed almost unanimously upon the 

| national restoration of their future kingdom, as the kingdom 
of God under the Davidic seed. At the same time, it is obvious 
that their can of the future kingdom as the reign of Yahweh 

: was a nationalistic and materialistic one with the ancient glory 
of the golden age. 

‘The conception of the kingdom of God, according to the pro- 


 phets of the exilic and postexilic periods, will follow, in or- 
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der that we may understand how far the kingdom had been devel- 
oped over that of the earlier prophets! time. 
end Pen vertlic: Periods, 

T the Changed Attitude of the Day of Yahweh 

We have already seen that the pre-exilic prophets consid- 
ered the "Day of Yahweh" as primarily the "Judgment Day" for 
the Israelites because of their iniquities, although they re- 
ferred to it as the "Judgment Day" for other wicked nations. 
This old and noble conception of the early prophets was really 
intended to purify the religious and moral life of the people, 
that they might be brought nearer their Yahweh and rewarded 
with the promised blessing. This changed attitude was chiefly 
due to the fact that they thought that the Israelites were al- 
ready sufficiently punished for their sins. 

Ezekiel, the great exilic prophet and priest, regarded 
the "Day of Yahweh" as a "Day of Judgment" for the heathens 
and a "Day of Restoration" for the Jewish nation. In Ezekiel 
30.2; 34.12; and 39.8, we find that he clearly prophesied the 
day would be a day of the heathens! punishment and the glorious 
day of the Israelites, when the Davidie kingdom would be es- 
tablished, In Psalm 50; Joel 3.1-6; Obadiah 15ff; Zech. 1.8- 
17; Isaiah 13 and Daniel 2.44, we note the same idea expressed 
by these prophets as expressed by Ezekiel. That is, they ad- 
vocated that the "Day of Yahweh" was the "Judgment Day", when 
the enemies of the people would be crushed by the power of 
Yahweh, while Israel would be restored as a glorious nation at 
ay It was a great consolation to a nation which had been so 


oppressed and afflicted by first one conquerer and then another, 


10 


= 


for there was no other way than this method to comfort its 
downtrodden and hopeless people. This not only lead the 
distressed nation to the expectation of their future bless- 
ing, but it also strengthened their loyalty and faith in God. 
No matter what else happened to their national life, the noble 
religion of Yahweh must be preserved. 

There were some prophets who clung to the idea of the 
earlier prophets that the "Day of Yahweh" was the "Judgment 
Day" for the Israelites. We find this old idea in Malachi 
52-6, that the day was really for the Hebrews, who would be 
morally and religiously purified through this "Judgment Day” 
so that they might be rewarded with the ancient glory of the 
golden era. 

II An Ideal Kingdom to be realized. 

The aspiration of the early prophets was that the reli- 
gious and moral life of the nation should be maintained in the 
ideal nomadic condition, which seemed to them to be the only 
salvation for Israel, because they thought that in no other way 
could the true religion of Yahweh be preserved and the reign 
of God safely retained among the Israelites. The later prophets 
had longed for the coming of the day when the idealized national 
life of Palestine should be realized under the rule of Yahweh, 
It was trve that the earlier prophets expected that the blessed 
future kingdom would be founded under a theocratic ruler from 
the Davidic seed. The later prophets, however, concentrated 
their idea of the ideal state on the nation itself rather than 
on the Davidic kingdom’, for the reason that Jerusalem had 


fallen and the people had been without a king for a long time; 


— 
1 scott, E. F., The Kingdom and the Messiah, p. 54 
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that is, a king of the Davidic line. (Rx, 37.24345.8) Second 


Isaiah” in many ways shows that God himself would reign over 


the future kingdom of his people, 


The new age was to witness a miraculous transformation 


Peecne land of Palestine, .."All. the land. would become. the 


5 " 
wonderland of Paradise", There would be no more sorrow, suf- 


fering, affliction, injustice, oppression, hunger, poverty, 
sickness and fear. But there would be justice, peace, joy, 
prosperity, righteousness, loyalty and obedience to the will 
of God. (Isaiah 54.10-17; 65; 66) 


"Por, behold I create a new heaven and a 
new earth; and the former things shall not 
be remembered, nor come into mind. But be 
ye glad and rejoice forever in that which 
I create; for, behold, I create Jerusalem 
rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I 
will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my 
people; and there shall be heard in her no 
more the voice of weeping and the voice of 
erying." (Is.65.17ff) 


"Rejoice ye with Jerusalem and be glad for 
her, all ye that love her; rejoice for joy 
with her, all ye that mourn over her; that 
ye may suck and be satisfied with the breasts 
of her consolations; that ye may milk out, 
and be delighted with the abundance of her 
glory. For thus saith Jehovah, Behold, I 
will extend peace to her like a river, and 
the glory of the nations like an overflow- 
ing stream; and ye shall suck thereof; ye 
shall be born upon the side, and shall be 
dandled upon the lkmee", (Is.66.10-14) 


This ideal kingdom would be established in the ancient 
holy city of Jerusalem. Jerusalem would become the everlast- 
ing capital of the kingdom. The Israelites would return® 


from every part of the world to enjoy the peace and freedom 


<n would be provided by the miraculous power of God. Their 
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1 Scott, ws. Fe, the Kingdom and ‘the Messiah, p.od 
2 Bzekiel 506.24; isaiah 55.8ff; 40.1-11 
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Yahweh would be glorified before them because of 


to him. 


their loyalty 
the prophets declared that the earth in its present 


condition could not be the place of the kingdom but the trans- 


formed heaven and earth were to be the future kingdom, Accord- 
ingly, the spiritual transformation oi man would take place 
because the righteous man would be able to become a member of 
this new community. 

second isSaiah did not allude to this ideal kingdom at ai 
but only to the direct reign of God. After the return from 
exile, however, the earlier expectation ot the Davidic kingdom 
with the ancient glory of vhe golden age was somewhat revived. 
Haggai and Zechariah believed that the ancient promise would 
be fulrilled in the persons of Zerubbabel, the governor, and 
Joshua, the high-priest, who were engaged in rebuilding the 
temple at Jerusalem. (Haggai 2.21; Zech. 6.12ff) After this, 
the expectation of the Davidic kingdom gradually disappeared, 
the book of Malachi never mentions a king for the israelites 
but only a prophet like Hlijah who would herald in the begin- 
ning of the new age. 

We have noticed that the pre-exilic prophets down to 
Jeremiah emphasized the nationalistic kingdom in which the 
nation as a whole could be blessed but cthere was no reference 
to individual responsibility. it was true that the earlier 
and later prophets emphasized the national aspiration in re- 
gard vo che ancient expectation of the ideal kingdom to be 


established in Jerusalem. Another idea had now developed, 
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which was altogether foreign to the customary conception of a 
national responsibility for reward or punishment, namely, in- 
dividualism. Not only Israel as a nation should be righteous 
for the reception of the coming kingdom, but also every mem- 
ber of Israel should be righteous and transformed morally and 
spiritually in order to enter the new community. The kingdom 
would not only then belong to Israel, but it would also belong 
to every member of it. This idea of individualism was inevit- 
ably developed on account of their national life and their na- 
tional aspiration of independence gradually became weak. This 
advanced and noble conception, however, was not originated 
in the exile altogether, but it was initiated by Jeremiah. 

"But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, 

saith Jehovah; "I will put my law in their 

inward parts, and in their heart will I 

write it; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people." (Jer. 31.33) 

It was the first time that a prophet had uttered this new 
conception of individualism and had departed from the old worn 
out theory of collectivism. This idea was fully perfected by 
Ezekiel, the exilic prophet, who advocated that it would be 
entirely an individual responsibility for reward or punishment, 
ise. every one should be rewarded or punished according to his 
own deeds and not for the deeds of his fathers or for national 
iniquities. Both the nationalistic and the individualistic 
conceptions were developed side by side during the time of the 
exile. The condition for the reception of the ideal kingdom 


that would be established in the holy land, would be that the 


nation and every citizen must be morally and spiritually puri- 
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fied. This idea agreed with the view of the later prophets 


and was a most important step toward progress, 


IV The Universal Nature of the Kingdom and Israel's 
Supremacy. 


ene nae 


The noblest, greatest and most valuable thing that had 
ever happened to this unfortunate nation during the trying 
days of its tragedy in exile, was the wonderful development 
of a new idea of the universal nature of this long expected 
kingdom. The most characteristic nature of the kingdom - 
the through and through nationalistic and particularistic 
conception = had almost disappeared from the later prophets 
with the exception of Ezekiel. It is a question as to wheth- 
er or not Israel's religious contribution would have been 
of any value to the world without this noble idea of the un- 
iversal kingdom of God. 

This idea may be chiefly due to three principal factors. 
First, the conception of monotheism had a great deal to do 
with it. Beginning with Jeremiah, God was considered as the 
creator of the universe and by later prophets, he was the 
only God of the whole world, and no longer was he the tribal 
Yahweh of Palestine alone. This idea that every nation is his 
as well as the Israelites was naturally developed and all the 
peoples would have the privilege of sharing in the blessings 
of his kingdom. Second, the Israelites, who were in exile 
might have a large view of the world empire, since Babylon was 
herself at that time a great world empire in which they had 
lived and were experienced with such a conception. This new 


experience coupled with the ancient expectation of the great 
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kingdom through the intervention of God, would easily include 


all the nations of the world and rule them, as a chosen and 
supreme nation. Finally, it was the direct influence of 
Jeremiah, who first originated the advocacy of the universa- 
lism, breaking the old idea of particularism to pieces. "And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbor and every man 
his brother, saying Know Jehovah; for they shall all imow one, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith Jehovah". 
His monotheistic and universalistic view of God and his king- 
dom became a great asset to the later prophets of Second Isaiah 
and the exilic Psalms; particularly, Psalms 33; 72; 87; 100; 
and 148. We also find this evidence in Isaiah 2.2ff, which 

was written in a later period by one of the writers of Second 
Isaiah. The nation of Israel would be a supreme nation in 

this ideal condition, to which all the nations of the world 
would come to share the blessing as subordinate ones under the 


reign of God. 


"and it shall come to pass in the latter 
days, that the mountains, of Jehovah's 
house shall be established on the top 

of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and all nations shall 
flow into it. And many peoples shall go 
up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the 
house of the God of Jacobs; and he will. 
teach us of his ways and we will walk in 
his path; for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of Jehovah from Jer- 
usalem. And he will be judge between na- 
tions and will decide concerning many peo- 
ple; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword a- 
gainst Skeet neither shall they learn 
war any more" 


Part II APOCALYPTIC IDEA OF THE KINGDOM 
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i ‘The Apocalyptic Literature 


The apocalyptic literature was developed and written 
during the last two centuries B. C. ior the most part. ‘this 
period which was considered by many scholars as a silent period, 
was the most important period tf'or this literature, which be- 
came almost the foundation in forming the doctrine of later 
Judaism and the early Christian church. Its origint was to 
be found in che prophecy unfulfilled, and in the other sources 
of old traditions. The prophecy of the pre-exilic prophets 
on the "Day of Yanweh" was fuliilled in a very convincing way, 
but the prediction of the later prophets, on the restoration 
of ctvhe glorious kingdom and the unquestioned supremacy of 
israel over ovher navions had nut yet been iulfrilled as expected. 
This left a most embarrasing and puzzling problem to be solved 
for the religious leaders of the people. Why was ce parti- 
cular prophecy - the promise of the kingdom - not yet fulfilled, 
to vindicate the supposed righteous nation of Yahweh, after 
their punishment in the exile? When was this vo be fulfilled? 
Would the glorious kingdom never be reaiized at all? The writ- 
ers of this literavure boldly made a great attempt to solve this 
problem, in the hope of consoling vhe troubled hearts of suffer-— 
ing people because oi vuhe oppression under foreign rule. There 
was no other way except this method of writing concerning the 
kingdom of God vo be realized. And thus, we will proceed to 
discuss vhe conception of the kingdom of God according to these 
writers through their literature. 


od The Day of Yahweh - The Judgment Day 


1 Charles, R. H. “Apocalyptic Literature" in Ency.Brit.,Vol.1, 
pe 169 
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We have already noted what the "Day of Yahweh" meant to 
the pre-exilic, exilic and postexilic prophets. This day 
had meant to the former nothing less than the "Judgment Day" 


for the chastisement of the Israelites and the great day when 


the new kingdom would be ushered in for the benefit of Yahweh's 
people. To the later prophets, it was the day of punishment 
for the enemies of Israel and the glory and blessing for her 
with an idealized new kingdom of God to be established. To 
the apocalyptists, the "Day of Yahweh" was the day of a dread- 
ful convulsion for the whole world because of its unfitness 
for the reception of the new age which was to come. The pre- 
sent condition of the world was so utterly and helplessly cor- 
rupted that it could not be allowed to continve, if the new age 
was to come. The writer of the book of Daniel thought the 
world was so evil that it should be out of the sight of God. 
It was chiefly due to the fact that the writer was living under 
very miserable and hard circumstances which drove him to this 
idea. He expected that the future would be brought in miracu- 
lously by the direct intervention of God for the benefit of his 
nation. He had pictured in his vision the four great powers 
which had so badly persecuted Israel; Babylon, Media, Persia 
and Macedonia. He anticipated a new power in the likeness of 
the "Son of Man", which really symbolized the future Israel, 
under the direct reign of God. (Daniel 7.5,14) 

The writers of this literature in the first century B.C., 
had similiar ideas of this world's condition. (Test.Jud.21.17-24) 


The only way then to bring about the new age would be that the 
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present world should be completely destroyed on the "Day 
of Yahweh" for the preparation of the coming of the king- 


dom of God. 


"and unrighteousness shall again be 
consumated on the earth, 

And all the deeds of unrighteousness 
and of violence 

And transgression shall prevail in a 
twofold degree. 

And when sin and unrighteousness and 
blasphemy 

And violence in all kinds of deed in- 
crease, 

And apostacy and transgressions and 
uncleanness increase, 

A great chastisement shall come from 
Heaven upon all these 

And the holy God will come forth with 
wrath and chastisement 

To execute judgment on earth, 

In those days violence shall be cut 
off its .roets, 

And the roots of unrighteousness to- 
gether with deceit, 

And they shall be destroyed from under 
heaven." (Enoch 91.6ff) 


"Pire shall come upon the whole, and a 

mighty sign, 

With sword and trumpet at the rising 

of the sun, 

The whole world shall hear rumbling 

and a mighty roar. 

And he shall burn the whole earth and 

consume the whole race of men, 

And all the cities, and rivers, and the 

sea, He shall burn everything out, and 

there shall be a sooty dust." (Sibyll 
Orac. 4.173-178) 


Here we may be able to notice quite clearly the marked 
aGifference between the insistence and emphasis of the prophets 
upon the nation's repentance, the transformation of the world — 
for the reception of the coming kingdom of God, and the apoca- 
lyptists! strong emphasis upon the absolute necessary destruc- 


tion of the hopelessly and irremediably evil world for the com- 
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ing new age, which would be ushered in only by God himself, 
These writers had practically the same conception as that 

of the prophets, in so far as the national interest was con- 
cerned. Their minds were occupied with the expectation of 
the punishment of their national enemies on the great "Day 
of Judgment". Those nations which concentrated all their 
powers to oppress and persecute the people of Yahweh were 


sure to be destroyed by the hands of God on the "Judgment 


Day." 


"But again the Kings of the nations shall 
throw themselves against this land 
And then with a mighty voice God shall 
speak unto all the undisciplined empty 
minded people and judgment shall come 
upon them from the Mighty God, and all 
shall perish at the hand of the eternal" 
(Sibyllius III 63-72) 


"and he will deliver to the angels for 
punishment,To execute vengeance on them 
because they have oppressed his children 
and his elect; And they shall be a spec- 
tacle for the righteous and for his elect." 

(I Enoch 62.11) 

"For the most high will rise, the eternal 
God alone And he will appear to punish 
the Genbiles, And He will destroy all their 
Tools (ke itof ‘Moas10 £7) 


At the same time, they advocated very emphatically the 
vindication of Israel and their blessing as the righteous ones 
in the kingdom of God when the new age would arrive. Then a- 
gain all the sons of God would live quietly around the temple, 
rejoicing in those gifts which he who is the righteous judge 
would give. 

"Bor he by himself shall shield them, stand- 
ing beside them alone in his might, encir- 
cling them, as it were, with a wall of flam- 


ing fire. Free from war shall they be in city 
and country...a sweet strain shall they utter 
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from their mountains in hymns." 
(Sibyllius III 702-709) 


The national idea was much emphasized in the books 
of the Jubilees and the Psalms of Solomon, because their writ- 
ers belonged to the school of particularism of the Ezekiel 
type. The Gentiles would have no privilege of entering the 
kingdom in the coming new age. The "Judgment Day" would not 
only be a day of punishment but it would also be a day when 
BS 
the dead” as well, were to be raised and appear before God. 
This was an unusual and unique idea of the apocalyptist, that 
both the living and the dead would have the privilege of enter- 
ing into the coming kingdom. The writers of the books of Dan- 
lel, I Enoch, Test. XII Patriarch, Apocalypse and Second Isaiah 
had the idea that on the "Day of Yahweh" they would receive 
punishment according to their deeds. The writer of Daniel in 
the twelth chaper says 
"and at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince who standeth of the child- 
ren of the people: and there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that sometime; 
and at that time, the people shall be found 
written in the book. And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt." 
In I Enoch 51; 83-90 Ch. Bar. 50 and Isaiah 26.19, which was 
supposed to have been written about the second century B. C., 
we find similar passages. 
III The Nature of the New Age. 
The apocalyptists took it for granted that all the Jews 


were righteous and were the chosen people of Yahweh. The delay 


of the arrival of the blessed kingdom was due to the fact that 


1 Scott, E.F., The Kingdom and The Messiah, p.«4 
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the present wicked world still existed and the unrighteous 
were not yet destroyed. They thought that as soon as the 

period of woes was over, the new age would be miraculously 
introduced. (Daniel and I Enoch 88-90) ‘Thus the righteous 
Israelites had nothing to do but to wait patiently for the 


hour when the miracle of Yahweh would be wrought about for 


his people. 


It was apprehended that the earlier and later prophets 
had introduced the spirit of co-operation between God and 
men into the conception of the coming kingdom on earth. On 
the part of men, there must be effort as well as repentance, 
in order to transform the condition of human society. ‘Then 
would Yahweh's kingdom come. The apocalyptists had an oppo- 
site idea to this. They thought the coming of this new age 
was absolutely the business of God himself and there was noth- 
ing to be transformed, because it was already pre-arranged 
and. determined’, and the evil world was sure to be gone before 
it appeared. At the same time, there was also a different 
view which was similar to that of the later prophets, among 
a few apocalyptists; particularly, the writers of Second 
Isaiah (65-66) and Job (4.26; 25; 26) that is, these writers 
thought that the new age would be brought in through a grad- 
ual process, through the renewing of the world condition, as 
well as through the spiritual transformation of men. The ma- 
jority of the apocalyptists, however, were thoroughly pessi- 
mistic as to any possibility of transforming the condition of 
the wicked world and renewing the hearts of the unrighteous. 


Therefore, this new age would be suddenly ushered in by God 


A A et 


1 McCown, C. C., the Promise of His Coming, p.15l 
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alone. Just as the postexilic prophets portrayed the scene 
of the idealized kingdom - in which the Israelites would 
enjoy an unbounded blessing with peace and prosperity - so 
the new age was beautifully pictured to svit the expectation 
of the Hebrew mind, According to IEnoch 1.56, the righteous 
would have a life of real paradise, which is replete with 
unnumbered material blessings, with 1000 children in an al- 
most indefinite period of time under the care of Yahweh. Ac- 
cording to Daniel 7.15 and Enoch 62.42%, the redeemed would 
be like the nee of heaven and enjoy a perpetual banquet 
in the new age of the "Son of Man", 

This new age which was to be established on earth after 
the period of woes would be only a temporary one in a definite 
period of time. (II Enoch and IV Ezra) That is, this kingdom 
would endure only four hundred years according to the latter 
and 1000 years according to the former. On the other hand, 
the writers of I Enoch 1.36 and II Mac. thought that the dura- 
tion of this age would be everlasting. These two views differed 
thus: those who advocated only temporary duration of the king-= 
dom had yet lingered somewhat in the 01d traditional expecta- 
tion of it to be established on the earth, at least for a while, 
to satisfy the anxious ore of the nation, and at the same time, 
they thought that the earth, unchanged and untransformed, could 
not be a fitting place for the permanent establishment of the 
kingdom of God, and that the final consumation of the divine 
kingdom would be realized in heaven itself. The apocalyptists, 


who had a conception of the eternal kingdom on earth, thought 


1 Scott, E. F., The Kingdom and The Messiah, p.26 


that the righteous people would enjoy the promised blessings 
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forever. Still others abandoned entirely the hope of the 
Messianic kingdom on earth, According to the latter, the 
earth could never be a suitable place for the eternal king- 
dom, no matter how much it was purified, in which men would 
be present withGod. This everlasting kingdom of God would 
be realized only in heaven itself; that is, the heavenly 
Jerusalem would replace the expected earthly Jerusalem as 
the center of the coming kingdom. (I Enoch 85-903; 91-104; 
58-72; and I Macabees and Psalms) With this conception, 
the doctrine of the divine immanence gave place to that: of 
the divine transcendence, 

The prophets were concerned chisel ates the problem of 
the present situation and insisted upon repentance. They dealt 
with the past because of the great principle of their religious 
life and with the future only in so far as it rose organically 
out of the present. The apocalyptists devoted themselves ate 
most entirely to the problem of the future because they thought 
it contained the only possible solution of the problems of 
the past and present. They condemned the present world situa- 
tion and believed that it was too wicked to be destroyed for 
‘the preparation of the future kingdom. They were pessimistic 
in regard to both the past and the present age and looked for- 
ward only to the future. 

IV The National and Individual Eschatology 

The development of individualism has been mentioned, hav- 
ing been siactedst yas tent an and developed by Ezekiel and sub- 
sequent prophets during the exilic and postexilic periods. The 


development of the individual eschatology was fully matured at _ 
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the time of the apocalyptists and while this was evolved, the 
national hope was never lost Stee Ol, Bdth thelindividual 


and national eschatolosies came together and both were to be 


blessed together in the new age. The dead of Israel were to. 


rise and share the blessings of the coming messianic kingdom 
together with the living. 

Vv Universalism and Particularism 

Among the people, particularly those of the exilic and 
postexilic periods, we found that there were those who advo- 
cated that the kingdom was not only destined for Israel but 
also for the Gentiles. At the same time, there were many nar- 
row minded people who thought that the kingdom would be too 
sacred for the heathen. According to Jeremiah, the writers 
of Second Isaiah, and the book of Jonah, all righteous Gen- 
tiles were given the privilege of entering the kingdom. How=— 
ever these writers recognized the fact that the Gentiles could 
only be saved through the medium of the Israelites. Prophets 
like Ezekiel, and writers of the books of Obadiah and Joel, 
had never given place in the coming kingdom to the heathen, be- 
cause they being heathen were so wicked that they would be pun- 
ished anyway on the "Judgment Day". 

The same thing is true with the apocalyptists. There were 
two classes of these: the universalists and the particularists. 
We find the writers of the books of IV Ezra. Sim. of Enoch and 
Jub. regarding the Israelites as the chosen nation and worthy 
to be redeemed in the kingdom and despising the Gentiles or 
Be eeen as sinners, who were to be destroyed without any oppor- 


tunity of having part in the coming new age. 
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The prevailing conception, however, was that of the un- 
iversalists.~ For instance, Isaiah Los lhe :) 19 24s" Peet ye Jud, 
24.5; and I Enoch 48.4 indicate that the Gentiles are invited 
to share the blessings in the kingdom with the Israelites, 
through the medium of the chosen people, Israel, so long as 
they became righteous before Yahweh. This literature attested 
that the Israelites would not only be satisfied with their own 
Salvation, but would also be the Suiding light to the salva-' 
tion of the Gentiles as the loyal servants of the God of the 


whole world, 


VI The Messiahship and his Relationship to the Kingdom _ 


we} 


It was clear that the messianic conception of the 01a 
testament was chiefly concerned with the theocratic ruler of 
the kingdom, representing the power of Yahweh, who would come 
from the seed of David. ‘the apocalyptic books which dealt 
with the messianic kingdom had very carefully avoided the old 
traditional expectation of the Davidic Messiah, and had advo- 
cated that such would come from che house or uevi. The prin- 
cipal reason for the absence of this Davidic seed was due to 
the fact thai the descent of the great tlaccabean” family was 
from nevi. when this great family became the leaders in the 
patriovic struggles against the Syrian kings, particularly 
ie ciookus w#piphanes, who had attempted to persecute the Jews 
unmercifully, and when it had meant success in setting the 
country up as an independent nation for the first time in a 
long period of years, these authorities, especially the writers 
of ine older secvion of 4£ Enoch, the Book of Jub., the Testa- 


ments of the XII Patriarchs and 1 & II Maccabees revived the 


1 McCown, C.C., The Promise of His Coming, p.llo 
2 Charles, R.H., Religious Development Between 0.1.& N.T.,p.80 
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idea of the Messiah, who would come not only to take the 


ae one Of the coming kingdom but would come from the descent 


of Levi. 


The messianic hope from the Maccabean family with the 


best religious thinkers was of short duration. ‘the Levitic 


Messiah was entertained by the apocalyptists of the second 
centurye AS soon as the Maccabeans of the first century 

could not measure up to the standard of those of the second 
century, vhe expected hope oi the Messiah from this family was 
forever abandoned. However, the messianic expectation itself 
was never given up. ihere would be a Messiah to represent God 
in che rule of the coming kingdom, since the idea of the divine 
transcendence took place of the divine immanence. That is, 
there would be an intermediatory instrument through which the 
divine rule over the men was to be exercised. 

The character of the Mossiaht was portrayed as a super- 
natural being, who pre-existed and possessed universal domin- 
ion and power to judge the world in the name of God, and who 
would come to the world for the judgment in the cloud of heaven 
and glory as the agent and representative of God. (En. 57-71, 
Bar. 5Q) 

"and at that hour that Son of Man was named 
In the presence oi the Lord of Spirits, 


And his name before the Head of Days, 
Yea, before the sun and the signs were 


created.” 
'Refore the stars of the heaven were made , 
His name before the Lord of Spirit..... 
"and for this reason hath he been chosen 
dden before Hin, 
e ham che creation of the world and for 
evermore. (Enoch 62.6f) 


’ — 
1 Scott, E. F., The Kingdom and The Messiah, p.4o 
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"And he sat on the throne of his glory, 

and the sum oi judgment was given unto 

the Son of Man..and he caused the sinners 

vo pass away and be destroyed from off 

the face of the earth and those who have 

led the world astray." (I Enoch 69.27) 

There was a revival of the old traditional characters 

of the Messiah conceived among the later apocalyptists. ‘The 
Messiah would be righteous to the Gentiles and through him 


all would be saved, 


“Then shall the sceptre of my kingdom shine 
forth, And from your root shall arise a 
stem; And from it shall grow a rod of right- 
eousness to the Gentiles, ''o judge and to 
save all that call upon the Lord," 
(B, Jud. 26,62) 
Likewise, the Messiah would be the righveous ruler of Israel, 
whv wousd desuroy the heathen which had done wrong to God's 
people, and would free Jerusalem from the persecutors of the 
nation. 
" Behold, O Lord, and raise up unto them the 
son of David, 
At the time in the which thou seest, 0 God, 
That he may reign over Israel thy servant, 
And gird him with strength that he may shat- 
ter unrighteous rulers, 
And that he may purge Jerusalem from nations 
that trample her down wo destruction, “ 
(Psalm of Solomon 17.25ff) 
Again according to these authorities, the Messiah is 
the mere agent and representative of God to rule the kingdom, 
with all the powers delegated to him by God. He would be the 
ruler of Israel as well as of the whole world, as he possessed 
the dominion over all including the powers of sin and satan. 
He would be the righteous and just judge of the whole world 
as he was already a pre-exilic being from the beginning. At 
times, he was described as the militant Messiah of Israel and 
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as the destroyer of the heathen, and again, he was regarded 

as che ruler of the righteous people, including the heathen, 
and the punisher of the unrighteous even of the israclites. 

To exercise all these functions faithfully and loyally would 
be to carry out the will of God in order to glorify God. 


VII The Idea of Immortality ot the individual Soul 
in Relation to the Kingdom 


It is a well known fact that the Old Testament did not 
definitely teach the real idea of the immortalivy of the indi- 
vidual soul except the idea of sheol where the good or bad 
people were supposed to stay in a slumbering fashion after 
death, without any connection with eivher God or the living 
people. In order to vindicate the claims of the righteous, 
an idea developed in a later period, that righteousness and 
unrighteousness would be treated differently in this inter- 
mediate abode. As God is righteous, anyone who is righteous 
would be received by him and treated differently from the 
sinner after death. ‘This idea developed when the religious 
thinkers realized that righteousness was identical with etern= 
ity and when the national hope dwindled. We can almost dis- 
cern the immorvalitvy of the soul in Isaiah 26.5lb; Daniel; 
Psalms 37.49; 753 and in the book of Job. These books and 
passages are exceptions because some of them are a part of 
the apocalyptic literature and others are very late works, 

in the apocalyptic literature, we may be able to note 
quite clearly that the idea of the immortality of the soul 
was.iully matured. It has been shown that the dead of Israel 
were to rise to share the blessing of the kingdom with the 
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living Israelites on the "Day of Yahweh"; also it has been 


shown that each righteous israelite, resurrected from death, 


would be blessed in the new agee ‘The writers of I Enoch 


37-703; I Mac.s and Psalms of Solomon, who had emphatically 
advocated that the earth was absolutely unfit for the holy 
kingdom and that heaven alone would be the scene of the holy 
kingdom, had a faith that could tind satisfaction only in im- 
mortality in the heavenly kingdom. This does not mean that 
the resurrection of both body and spirit rose to the messian- 
ic kingdom, but it means that the spirit itself would share 
the blessing in the kingdom of God. 


VIII Its Importance in the Development of Religious 
Doctrine 


Although in this literature, there are some features 
which do not seem to possess any worthy moral or religious 
values, there are other features which are most meritorious. 
The chief defect of it is the too extreme pessimistic atti- 
tude Gouna the present world, the mechanical and external 
view on the realization of the kingdom through the fiat of 
God alone, and the predetermination of the coming events, 

This is chiefly due to the fact that the theology of the apoc- 
alyptists was composed of heathen mythology, parvicularly the 
Zoroastrian dualism of Persia, and the prophets! teachings, 
colored with most grotesque pictures as to the signs and warn- 
ings for the coming of the new age. 

fhe chief meritorious factors pertinent and religiously 
valuable are: faith in God as a just protector of the right- 


eous and as the punisher of the wicked; the universalistic 
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nature of the kingdom in which all could be saved; the king- 


dom as a kingdom of the righteous alone; the high conception 
of messiahship, in whom the power and will of God would be 


manifested and through whom man could be approached with God 


| and saved; the idea of individual resurrection or the immor- 
| tality of the soul, 
These five factors became the great basic principle for 
the formation of the late Judaistic and Chrisvian doctrines. 
There could be no more appropriate words than what Dr. McCown 
said in regard vo the great service ot this literature to 
the development of Christianity in "the Promise of His Coming", 
namely, “the apocalyptists are forerunners of Jesus and Paul 
in their Proclamation of Salvation to all who repent. They 
stand as the connecting link between the lofty spiritual 
ideals of ancient Hebrew prophetism and Christian evangelism." 
(psi16) 
FarteLit THE KINGDOM ACCORDING TO JESUS 
I The Contemporary idea of it. 

We have discussed the Old Testament and apocalyptic 
ideas of the kingdom that we might be able to more clearly 
comprehend Jesus! view of it, and it would be of great value 
to know Jesus own idea of the kingdom, in order to have a 
comprehensive idea, it would be almost inevitable to know the 
existing religious sects who represented the various religious 


views of the kingdom of God. 


There were four principal sects atv the time of Jesus; 


namely, the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and the Zealots, 


who were called the fourth sect by Josephus. 
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the Pharisees were a very important and influential 
group of religious speaking people dominating the minds of 
the people in a legal way. ‘they were also supposed to re- 
present the best elements of che religion ot their vime. 
they stood for the existence of one God, who is the creator 
of all things, for man's absolute subjection to predestina- 
tion, for life after death, for immortality and for reward 
or punishment. 

Their undue insistence upon absolute obedience to and 
observance of the written law as well as of the traditional 
law, almost exterpated their spiritual ideal of religion, and 
made them superficial and hypocritical legalists. They never 
had been freed from the idea that the delay of fulfilment 
of prophecy, as to the coming of the kingdom of God, was due 
to the failure ot keeping the law. ‘The kingdom ehich the 
Fharisees expected was the traditional sort which was supposed 
to be supreme over all the world. 

jhe second influential party, the Sadducees, was the 
priestly and aristocratic class whose theology was diametric- 
ally opposed to that of the rharisees. they stood solely for 
the Mosaic law and rejected all the sayings of the prophets, 
because they believed that there was no word of God outside 
of the Mosaic law. ‘they recognized the existence of God but 
ignored vthe doctrine oi vhe resurrection of whe dead, ‘they 
were noas inflvential as the rharisees in representing the 
the religious ideas of the people. But they were very power- 
full in politics end in a financial way. hey were well sup- 
ported and protected by foreign power in their systematic ex- 
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ploitation of the poor people and in collecting revenues 
from vhem for vheir services as priests, shey were con- 
vented with che domination of the noman empire which meant 
happiness and prosperity for them at the expense of the poor 
people. 

The Essenes were very unique in their life and practiced 
something chat was envirely foreign to the Jewish religious 
custom. In order to live in an extremely simple and ascetic 
way, detached from the complicated society of the noisy world, 
they went to uhe desert to live. ‘they were agricultural monks 
with a communistic purpose of life. they were supposed to 
live in a righteous and virtuous manner and to elevate them- 
selves profoundly before vod. They stood for all good things 
belonging to God, for the immortality of the soul, for reward 
or punishment, both in the present and the future life. 

The fourth sect, according to Josephus, in the Antiquities 
of the Jews, was a revolutionary party under the leadership of 
Judas, the Galilean and Zaddok, the Pharisee. They were simi- 
lar to the Pharisees in nearly all of their doctrine, but dif- 
fered in the absolute independence of the country. ‘They were 
not che passive type waiting for the kingdom which was sup- 
posed to be brought in by the intervention of God. They were 
like the militant christians of the middle age and of the late 
war, believing that God was the God of war, who would bring 
ultimate victory to his people, only when they helped themselves 
and fought hard against their enemies in co-operation with God. 
They were certain that God would overthrow Roman tyrany. when 
they united together in revolt against the Roman government, 
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which had exploited the people through heavy taxation and 
infringed upon their religious customs and practices. That 
is, they thought that God would bring his kingdom in as soon 
as the people began to show their desire for it. They looked 
back upon the days of the ancient glory through the victories 
of wars over other nations by the help of their war God, Yah- 
weh. Their memory was still fresh in regard to the success 
of the patriotic struggles of the late Maccabeans. The sal- 
vation of the nation, from the foreign point of view, would 
depend entirely upon the revolution of the nation with arms, 
which would promptly arouse the compassion of God for his 
people. 

After having attempted to picture somewhat the religious 
Situation of the various sects which existed at the time of 
our Lord, in order that we might gain some light ences idea 
of the kingdom, how would this condition affect John the Bap- 
tist and Jesus himself? The Pharisees! haughty, indifferent, 
passive and hypocritical attitude toward religion and their 
extreme legalism, the Sadducees! selfishness, cruelty and ag- 
grandizement and their irreligious attitude, the Essenes! fan-= 
aticism, and the Zealots! crude and unspiritual view of reli- 
gion most certainly would have greatly excited patriotism, 
the tremendous religious zeal, and the righteous indignation 
of both John and Jesus. All these would likewise have kindled 
the fire of love and mercy for the poor and much oppressed 
people. Therefore, when John the Baptist saw many of the Phar- 
isees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said, "Ye off- 


springs of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
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come?" (Matt.o.’/b) Jesus used mch stronger language in his 
denouncement against the rharisees and the Seribes in the 
seven famous woes. (Matt.25.13-33) In his closing words, he 
said, “Ye serpents, ye offspring of vipers, how shall ye 
escape the judgment of hell?" 

In the late seventh and early eigth centuries B. C., the 
great prophets, Amos, Hosea, isaiah and Jeremiah, were driven 
to the height of their religious zeal and made a bold and no- 
ble attempt to purify the much contaminated religion of Israel 
with its Canaanite paganism, by showing that God was a God of 
justice, mercy, righteousness and holiness, but not a God of 
legalism and ritualism, ‘they saw that the religious leaders 
were wicked, and that the people were blindly led to a super- 
ficial and ritualistic religion and systematically exploited 
by the harsh priests and the professional es nophecen 

‘he same thing was vrue with John the Baptist and Jesus, 
who were surrounded with even worse conditions. ‘the existing 
conditions played a part, to some extent, in producing the 
greatest and the last prophet, John the Baptist, and the great- 
est religious genius and Savior of the world, Jesus our Lord. 
This does not signify that the conditions of the times caused 
the fashioning of the magnetic personality of our Lord, but 
such a religious situation as that would have impelled Jesus 
to be what he was, the Redeemer of the nation and of the world. 


Li John the Baptistts Idea of the Kingdom and His Relation 
to Jesus. 


. Since John'ts ministry in the wilderness, the proclamation 


of vhe kingdom of God is supremely important in connection with 
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the ministry of Jesus. it would be almost inescapable to 
discuss, at least briefly, his attitude toward that which 

he proclaimed. According to Rhees in his Life of Teewecer 
Nazareth, John was raised up in the desert region on the 
west side of the Dead Sea, where the Essenes, the former 
monks had established their quarters, In his early life, he 
was supposed to have associated with them and probably to 
have learned many things relating to their religious practi- 
ces. John was, however, far too an original man to be so 
greatly influenced that his aim and method of the proclama- 
tion of his message was entirely shaped by these Essenes. He 
might have received nothing more than some suggestions for 
Carrying out his work. His appearance in dress and demeanor 
looked as if he had been very much inspired by the passage of 
iI Kings 1.8, which describes the appearance of the prophet, 
Blijah: "And they answered him, he was a hairy man and eae 
with a girdle of leather about his loin. And he said, it is 
Elijah the Tishbite." This suggests that he had the presenti- 
ment that he was a prophet to come, who was to deliver a mes- 
sage to a people needing it. He was not certain, however, that 
he was the forerunner of the Messiah. 

What was the central message of John the Baptist? His 
central message to his people was the proclamation of the king- 
dom and repentance of sins for its reception. "And in those 
days cometh John vtvhe Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, saying, Repent yes; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.* 
(Matt.3.1f) With great patriotism and a prophetic mind, John 


naturally thought that his much oppressed and distressed people 
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would need his message more than anything else for their much 
needed salvation, or for the preparation ot the coming kingdom 
in which they would enjoy boundless blessings. He was unique 
in his personality and his mode ot thinking and doing. He 
possessed the combination of the prophetic and apocalyptic 
qualivies in every respect. Moreover, he said that the king- 
dom was at hand and never thought for a moment that it was as 
distant as the apocalyptists expected. He strongly advocated 
that the people should first of all repent of their sins in 
order to enter the kingdom that was soon LO Come. Again, his 
view of the kingdom was ravher akin to that of the apocalyp- 
tists. that is to say, John held that the kingdom would be 
ushered in suddenly through the intervention of Gods; that the 


present world would be destroyed before the new age was estab 


lished; and that the Messiah was a supernatural being vested 
with all the powers of God as the vice-gerent and direct re- 
presentauive to judge the world. (Matt.5.11f) Like the apoc- 
alyptists, his voice rang out clearly declaring that the right- 
eous only would be saved while the wicked must receive punish- 
ment on the “Judgment Day". He did not consider that only Jews 
who were righteous were to enjoy the blessing of the kingdom 

as others advocated. Like Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Jeremiah, 

he energetically emphasized that the wicked Jews, or nation as 
well, would be doomed on the "Judgment Day", and never mentioned 
that the enemies of vhe Israelites would receive punishment on 
that day. it was clearly attested in his severe accusation 

df “ths Pharisees and Sadducees vhat it wae not necessary for 


all the sons of Abraham to be saved because God could easily 
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turn stones into children, (Matt.3.9) 


The next important question is as to whether or not he 
recognized Jesus as the Messiah, who was supposed to come 
with the kingdom. According to Mark and Luke, John never 
Seemed to understand that Jesus was he who must come. But 
in the Gospel according to Matthew, John seemed obviously 
to know chat Jesus was the Messiah, "I have need Ke be bap- 
tised of thee and comest thou to me?" (Matt.3.14) Most of 
the New Testament scholars consider that this passage must 
have been interpolated later, in order to make Jesus, the 
Messiah, known even to John himself, and agree that John 
was absolutely ignorant that he was in any way connected 
with the messiahship at all. John's ignorance of Jesus as 
Messiah was probably proven in that he had sent a message 
vo Jesus vo inquire if he was really the one that should 
come. This message was sent while he was in prison having 
been placed there by Herod. It would have been presumptuous 
for John to do such a thing as that if he was really conscious 
of Jesus as vhe Messiah. "There cometh one mightier than 1 
after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worvhy to stoop 
down and unloose. it indeed have baptized you with water; 
but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost." (Mk.1.'’f) The 
majority of scholars regard this statement of John as if he 
had meant vtuhe Messiah who would follow him. But according to 
Schweitzer in The Mystery of the Kingdom of God, John never 
referred this passage to the Messiah, but to the forerunner 
of the real Messiah and the kingdom. His argument is based 


upon the fact that the one who would follow John immediavely, 
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“shall baptize with the Holy Spirit", and that vuhe Messiah 


was not supposed to baptize anyone but .o judge the world 


only. He advocates that John thought he was himself the only 
forerunner, who would come before the kingdom and the Messiah, 
and that vhe people in general had expected the forerunner of 
the kingdom. so Schweitzer vhinks that Jesus was really taken 
as a forerunner by the people but not by Jesus himself. ‘the 
passage, huwever, indicates in every way that vohn really sig- 
nitied the one who should baptize the people with the Holy 
Spirit instead of with water, as the real Messiah; for the 
reason that John had really meant that the power of baptism 
with the Holy Spirit belonged to the only supernatural being, 
the Messiah. 

According to Dougall and Enmet in The Lord of thought, 
John was nothing but the successor of the apocalyptists in 
carrying on their work, particularly, the work of the writer 
of the Book of Malachi. “John the Baptist carried on the 
apocalyptic tradition; indeed, he harked back to a very early 
apocalyptic conception found in the Book of Malachi. In com- 
paring Luke 3.7ff, 16f with Malachi 5.1f,18 and 4.14, the 
claim is that he was undoubtedly the successor of the apocal- 
yptic writer of Malachi. Our chief concern is only in the 
intimate relation between his message and Jesus! proclamation 
of the kingdom. ‘their relation was so close that it appeared 
as if vesus continued to carry on the work of John. 

in the beginning of his ministry Jesus' message was prac- 
tically identical with that of John. For instance, “Now after 


John was delivered up, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 


og 


-Masésou Sny-T80s ina ,"% Sabor Ylom exiv Pete ox tagad - | f 
a m baton SiS ephyt oe Jud snows Bakr eed ae besoaguy “Won: Ht 
yin: ‘Obs aLennsn ey on scuosd lot URS ees g50The. ait “Lg: 
Pes a00i Sis a4 wesbysi ce athe exotad 6iiod DLW. Sahy enenaetet 
a to Toniuiexe aeli bagne ixo bet Leseceay aE, aigoag ais Tele: 
Bexss mifpes cow evel ted3. mintds reat Lewsios of sdobgakat, “at 
; ecie ceageents BRS W Ton cud efgoeq ani oi taitreto? a 
| Soyliae, MAD y tact You yieve ar sedan fut pTevewsel asaeil 
q yin BGd dete eljoed sili exctgad bische ory 800 ods edited 
Peete sot jAgievsn ABet eis as totaw iwiw to Haegenk setuid 
peetans TO ReIGG ord Gadd guoem Yh Leet aes ee 2 au, i 
be og | prednens 6s lao eh 02 hegnoled bieigeh YLON eft, 
- | | ~Aatesoi Ait 
Briguosti a Bypcud: ak 3 ai brs fea od gatbroook ) 4 
OCGH ely “iS Whesedage ead rig anidzon: ea 
, ea ho atow sata .Viteia lore lrow’ ‘aiem no polyn : 
i hottxss Salvqed ett inioL? -.idne lem to sede! ois ina 
Byixee yro 2 soe beitinct ef ,S5ee6hot pols thes a 


ae addopins ‘30: “Moodf eden bso} no ksgeanon gma 


> 
i 


ea 
‘ —_—) 

—_ 

as 


» 


Pe 2 yeas bas BL L.S tdoalaw sein tal .490.% ota g 
‘caaae eas to nogaenous ond tibeddwobse eaw ot seeks elu 
ais nivine 2 nreomo Qedtda Fue ettioatel to yohinnl 


Boivansfoera Macias Dash Veansen wii: aeowtod Hors pies ate 


eal f2 2847 enots oe ‘abe Keisaley <2dAl | snsngast't 

oti ke to row ons oO Yt o8 Hexiala nos «t 
“Sar5 ar Gysicem ‘seal yise tale fa To! Sica wi - 
kaets” wou" oui eer? ed > Vadol Ae ted sitwis 


came 


Sy gsideatsy ,eet clad) oan’ ame eiaet ue B 


4h A iE 


’ i fe 


gospel of tod, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe in the 
gospel" (Mark 1.14f) Only in so far as the immanence of 

the kingdom and the repentance of the people were concerned, 
were Jesus and John in one accord, Otherwise, they varied 
greatly in almost every respect. ‘the whole nature and real 
Significance of Jesus! kingdom which we will see later, is 
vastly different from the apocalyptic view of John. Before 
leaving here, we must bear in mind once more that the con= 
dition and qualification of the heir of the coming kingdom 
should be absolutely free of sins, ‘that is, every one who 
wished to enter the kingdom had to repent of his sin and prove 
himself righteous. Moreover, John baptized those who truly 
repented of their sin in order to attest their complete pur- 
ification. This new ceremony he had instituted from the well 
known Jewish ablution and probably from the ceremonial wash- 
ings of the Essenes, which seemed to John not only a symbol 
of purification but also a holy ceremony which was an access 
to the kingdom. Lt is now a generally accepted fact that 
John was a true forerunner of Jesus Christ and his kingdom 
even though John was probably not fully conscious of Jesus 
as the Messiah nor of himself as his forerunner. 


ELL The Influence of the Old Testament and Apocalyptic 


Conceptions oi the Kingdom upon Jesus. 

Although the gospels do not give any history of Jesus! 
boyhood life except the story of his birth and only one in- 
stance of his presence among the famous Rabbis in.the temple 


of Jerusalem at twelve, it is quite evident that Jesus had 
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been brought up in a rich religious atmosphere and well train- 
éd in the lmowledge of the Bible during his early life. In 
accordance with the Jewish custom, he was supposed to go to 
school at least up to ten, during which time the Bible was 
the sole subject taught. He might have gone to school beyond 
that age. During the Passover festival, Jesus listened to 
the discussions of the Jerusalem Rabbis in the temple and 
asked questions and gave marvellous replies. this indicates 
that he had grasped a wonderful knowledge of the Bible and 
his thought was well toward maturity. There is a discrepancy 
in opinion among scholars as to whether or not the village 
school system existed at the time of Christ. At any rate, 
his remarkable knowledge of the Bible even in his early life 
must have been due to either school or private study under 
his parents or probably due to both. His parents were de- 
voutly religious. According to Matt. 1.19 and 24, Joseph 
was a righteous man who obeyed the will of God. In The Stu- 
dents Life of Jesus, Professor Gilberts says, 

"Jesus never refers in a direct manner 

to his earthly father, but it seems 

natural to suppose that the father- 

hood which had been known in the home 

in Nazareth was to him a stepping stone 

of the conception and the experience 

of the heavenly fatherhood; and if so, 

it must have been rich in love and wis- 

dom." 
As to the religious life of Mary, beyond any question she 
must have been even more religious and most beautiful in her 
character. We catch a glimpse of this in her reply to Eliza- 
beth, the mother of John, (Luke 1.46-55) and in her constant 


attendance to the temple services. (Luke 11.25,41) The beau- 
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tiful song of Mary shows that she had much knowledge of the 
Old Testament, because she expressed her deep feeling in the 
language of the Old Testament. All this means that Jesus 
must have been surrounded with a happy and rich religious 
home environment, and that he grew in wisdom as he grew in 


stature. (Luke 11.41,52) 


"And these words, which I command thee 

this day, shail be upon thy heart; and 

thou shalt teach them diligently unto 

thy children and shalt talk of them 

when thou sittest in thy house, and 

when thou walkest by the way, and when 

thou liest down, and when thou risest 

up" (Deut.6.6f) 
His parents must have taught him diligently with his sisters 
and brothers. Ait the same time, Jesus was supposed to go to 
the synagogue near his home with his family in the usual way 
where he would learn many great lessons. From the beginning 
Jesus would not learn it in a superficial manner, but he 
would have endeavored to grapple with the true apprehension 
of the meaning of scripture as well as with the spiritual 
understanding of the law. This fact is clearly proven in 
his teachings during his whole ministry. Jesus! knowledge 
of the Old ‘testament was also clearly attested in the fact 
that he was constantly invited to preach in different syna- 
gogues. On one occasion in Nazareth, he taught the people 
in the synagogue in such a spiritual and profound manner that 
the hearers were absolutely dumbfounded and astonished at his 
power and authority, tor they knew him very well as a town's 
man.* (Mark 6.22) Time after time, he had proven himself as 

2 
the master of the scriptures, as for example, when he taught 
the people and was questioned by the Pharisees, Scribes and 
£ 
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sadducees. However, he always pointed out the spiritual 
meaning instead of the customary and superficial meaninge 
the following are samples of what Jesus used from different 
BGekss Mark 7.73, 12.56: Math. 4.5,103 11.10; 12,18ff: 16.14f, 
O43; lo.8f and 21.5. We conclude therefore that the Old Tes- 
tament had greatly influenced Jesus in fashioning his moral 
and spiritual character as well as his mode of thinking on 
various pertinent subjects, particularly, on the kingdom of 
Gode 

Jesus! conception of the kingdom of God although greatly 
influenced by the Vld Testament was not identical with it. 
The Old Testament idea of it became a source material with 
which Jesus had formed his own thought or concept, just as 
he used to apply the scriptural lessons to the need of social 
jusvice and the spiritual and religious development of his 
people. 

In regard to the apocalyptic literature, Jesus would 
certainly have been influenced by it as he had been by the 
Old Testament. ‘the current Jewish eschaviological idea was 
largely formed from this literature, and so it would not be 
exaggeration to say that it was nothing more than an apocal- 
yptic eschavology. Although this literature was not accepted 
into the Canon, except the Book of Daniel and other fragmen- 
tary apocalyptic sayings, its appeal and teaching of eschat- 
ology was very fitting in accordance with vhe condition of 
the vime. ‘thus the people in general were eagerly and enthu- 
siastically listening vo and accepving the conception of the 
new age in which they were supposed to have a promised bless- 
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ing. As Jesus was also wthe man of his age, he would have 
shared the apocalyptic eschatology with his fellow country 

men either in a literary or figurative sense. if we do not 
follow as closely as some of the critics, who attempt to 
eliminate all the apocalyptic sayings in the gospels from 

Jesus! mouth and to blame che early churches for their in- 
trusion. of these to suit their own condition, we may be 
able to attest that Jesus was truly influenced by apocalyp- 
tists as vo his conception of the kingdom. For instance, 
Jesus constantly employed the term, "Son of Man" for him- 
self taking it from the Books of Daniel and Enoch; and in 

his teachings in the Synoptic Gospels, he used very exten- 
sively the eschatological Sayings. ‘the following are a few 
examples of these sayings: Matt. 8.29ff; Mk. 8.58; Matt. 10.253 
16.273 26.65f; Mk. 14.61f3; Luke 17.223 22.66ff. All this does 

not really mean that Jesus strictly followed the whole scheme 
of the apocalyptists. Just as Jesus used the Old "es tament 

material tor his thinking, this apocalyptic idea simply became 
nothing more than suggestions for him to work out his own pro- 
gram of cthe kingdom of God. 

Some scholars think that Jesus seemed to be more than a 
mere synthesist of the best elements of the Old Testament and 
the apocalyptic literature. Particularly R. H. Charles, the 
authority on the apocalyptic literature, was inclined to think 
this. He said, in his book, Religious Development Between 
the Old and New Testaments, 

‘ "we thus see that the Wie geen established by 
Christ corresponds in its deepest aspect to 
that foreshadowed in the prophetic and apoc- 
alyptic writers. it embodies the permanent 
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elements in the past development and 
fuses them into one organic whole" (page 73) 


We cannot quite agree with the idea that v@Sus was not 
an original thinker but a mere traditional copyist of these 
schools. No matter Gees essential this material background 
may have been to the formation of our Lord's concept of the 
kingdom, it never could have dominated his whole program, 
the nature of which was entirely different from the tradition- 
al one. rrofessor scott in The Kingdom and the Messiah may be 
right when he says, 


“We cannot fully understand his conception 
of the kingdom unless we take account of 
this material background, which is subor- 
dinate in his thought but essential to it.® 
Of course, it is true that we must study the material back- 
ground carefully in order to comprehend his idea clearly. 
In other words, we are greatly benefitted by studying these 
conceptions, not because they are the fundamental principles 
and integral parts of that of Christ, but because they, as 
mere background and tools, had an intimate relation with the 
thought of Jesus, and because through a full knowledge of 
their nature, we are able to distinguish and apprehend the 
genius and originality of Jesus. In this, Dovgal and Emmet 
are quite right in saying, 
"The genius of Jesus, his originality and 
his contribution to the world's wisdom, 
can only be understood if considered in 
relation to Jewish beliefs current in his 
day; the end of the world, the Last Judg- 
ment, final rewards and punishments and 


the Reign of God, or the Heavenly Kingdom- 1 
3 beliefs summed up under the term, Eschatology." 


i. the Lord of Thought, p. 2 
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Even Jesus himself clearly manifested that his new teaching 
could not be mixed with the old traditional and worn out 


Opinions, 


"No man rendeth a piece from a new garment 

and putteth it upon an old garment; else 

he will rend the new, and also the piece 

from the new will not agree with the old, 

And no man putteth new wine into old wine- 

Skins; else tiie new wine will burst the 

Skins, and itself will be spilled, and the 

Skins will perish. But new wine musu be 

put into fresh wine-skin." (Luke 5.36ff) 
We may vherefore arrive at the conclusion that the old trad- 
itional and current idea oi che kingdom did not dominate 
the cvhought ot our Lord as it did that of John the Baptist, 
but it became maverial out of which Jesus built his own ori- 
ginal and new conception of the kingdom of God on an entirely 
different principle and basis. 
IV The Nature of Jesus! Kingdom 

1. The ideas oi the hisvorical and apocalyptic kingdom 

of God were chiefly centered with navivnal aspiration and 
glory in material prosperity. The political independence, 
together witch the national prosperity, was the chief note of 
their conception, so that the motive of vhis whole scheme was 
in a maverial, political and sclfish end. On the other hand, 
Jesus! program of the kingdom was strictly based on an ethical 
and spirivual roundation. The real essence of his program of 
the kingdom was founded in a true love and service with the 
sense of the favherhood of God and the brotherhood of mankind. 
The idea of Paul on vhe kingdom of God is quite in harmony with 


thav of Jesus, “The Kingdom of God is not meat and drink but 


righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." (Romans 14.17) 
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in this case, Hitchcock was right in The Psychology of Jesus 
wherein he called John, Elijah, (Matt.11.14:17.12) but the 
plans of earthly conquest he changed into spiritual experiences. 
that is, Jesus Spiritualized the whole material program of the 
Old traditional kingdom. It came directly from his inner ex- 
perience wich God as Father. He vitalized and intensified 

the normal Jewish piety of communion with God in his inner LO, 
and ethicized and spiritualized the worn out Jewish scheme of 


the kingdom. 


"Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this 

world: if my kingdom were of this world, 

then would my servants fight, that I should 

not be delivered to the Jews; but now my 

kingdom is not from hence." (John 18,36) 

Jesus taught thau the navure of the kingdom would be like 
a treasure hid in che field and like a valuable pearl. As the 
treasure and pearl are very precious, and that which everyone 
Wishes to possess, so would the kingdom be, and all who re- 
pented of their sins would become righveous, share happiness 
and peace and be in communion with God. "Unless a man is bom 
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God". (John 3.3) Again Jesus 
indicated thau the suave vi che kingdom of God would be estab- 
lished in this world, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven". (Matt.6.10) This means that the 
Nature or uhe kingdom on earth must be just as holy as that in 
heaven. 
According to the teachings of Jesus, there seem to be two 

different kingdoms; one chat had already been present with 
Tests and another which was to come in the near future, ‘The 


majority of New Testament scholars hold the view that Jesus 
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had surely signified both the present and the future elements 
in his conception of the kingdom of God. Some advocate only 
a future kingdom, thinking that any verse which suggests that 
vhe kingdom is already present with Christ, was either inter- 
polated by the early churches or misinterpreted somehow or 
other, That is, they think that Jesus had nothing but an es- 
Chatological idea of the coming kingdom. Schweitzer was an 
extreme eschatological advocate. He attempted to interpret 
all sayings and activities of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels, 
in terms of eschatology, especially in The Mystery of the 
Kingdom. He contended that even the stories of the feeding of 
the four and five thousands, together with the Lordts supper, 
were provided by our Lord as mere eschatological banquets. 
According to Scott, the original sayings of Jesus in the form 
of parables (Matt.15;16;18) were modified in such a way that 
they seemed to be connected with the church. He thinks that 
the writer of Matthew's gospel, particularly under the in- 
fluence of the early church, intended the church to repre- 
sent the present kingdom, through the modification of Jesus! 
sayings. Moreover, he contends that even such passages as 
Matt.ll.l1l; 12.28,51; and Luke 7.283; 10.18,24; which imply 
the meaning of the existence of the present kingdom with Jesus, 
are nou meant to be exactly as stated but that they signify 
the only emphasis of the immanence of the kingdom. Jesus 
throws his mind into the future and apprehends it as so near 
and certain that he can speak or it as present. ‘The consum- 


’ 


mation which the kings and prophets hoped for is on the verge 
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of its fulfilment. Of course Jesus would expect the kingdom 
to be in the future. "Jesus looked then for a kingdom that 
was still in the future and that was to break in suddenly by 
the intervention of God". Yet he admitted that the presence 
of the kingdom was so near vuhat the greav influence of it 
was strongly felt in the time of Jesus. In this connection, 
Scott said "He thought of the kingdom as future, but as yet 
as so near at hand that its power could be felt already." 
Another group of people advocated just as strongly as 
the futurists that the kingdom of God, according to Jesus 
meant only the present kingdom. This group think that Jesus 
must have had a consistant and systematic mode of thinking, 
clinging to a dogmatic belief like the eschatological con- 
ception, Jesus, whose teachings were purely ethical and 
spiritual were entirely based upon the love of God snd man 
with the idea of the favherhood of God and the brotherhood 
of mankind, and could never have allowed a conception of 
the "Last Judgment" such as was held by the apocalyptists 
to be the basis of his thinking and teaching. ‘They claimed 
that nearly all the eschavological sayings in the Synoptic 
Gospels were put in by the early church and some were modi- 
fied in such a way that they would suit the condition of the 
church. They simply attempted to modernize Jesus so that his 
mode of thinking and teaching should be agreeable to that of 
their own, regardless oi the fact that he was yet a man of 
his own age, with an oriental mind, a Jew of the time. Some 
or ihe prominent members of this school are men like Dougall, 


Emmet and Clark, who are only interested in spiritualizing 


1 The Kingdom and The Messiah, p. 109 
49 


eo 

vei maid BonGKs hives suse] entsed 20 oe ee 
he hteds mopets ACO? pod belpot aneah® la omy! ae 
as MiNebbk ni seers o. saw deds Boe, equde’ eld Bey 


Siri i 


a Bpcvre:. GGs tate hetdiete ‘est 990. "bot Ta agedere sad | 
ta af to eoreni tas VAOTS O57 Ioili teem oo ag mobanu 


_ 


B seots2ec: ets at ,eutet Io smbs-sety ak tipt Vian 
BF Sey es sus pert, Ba Mobysiw ‘edd Fo tsiguacds, oH” ne ! 
rr #£at ef Gluoo qewog act Saud brad ve 1nstt.¢ 


; " 
- ate RB) deu, betnoovbe eigoaq To cuotz credisesnl. : a 
i. om santiroaca . ~ben to mm bynto eit, dad, adetsigut 4 Aey 


a 


‘ p wimasts agora etdr a tmbage ta dneeeta arly: vhae:. 
7 te ‘gor Of atetesa’ bre theteleees a Bad ve 


ye M4 
ve 


oe 
pe ‘f 
ate jforadase ofa, SALLI Terted divvages Bet gn us 
| isi fsoicie Tl et iG oxew agaidsved seoriy 4 SBG . «ft 
se bot 86 rel init stoqu- besad. ¢lets ite ores sane 
ote Deus Bed; te bocaerlin® ofl to seb. alo 
4 sna & bewolia eva «even bluco bas 430 td ~ 
Hartarogs sils ad. ied cek aq tose Ynpigbut sent a | 
brent - agaisoae? bre goiioidy aid Io aband otis Bal 
E Bicbare «. usd at ~egatyse ientuolod sifoay ory fin eivneteed 
S akbom, eter one bas Mot ais titza. ona Ye ak tod one ; = 
pe Be nets chao exkt 26 DIGOw vost: Fart- vaw 8 does 4 5g 
rab, tacts, oa” eines ester nbd 00 hodcue! ss ee a “ties ait 
ad Bett oF oliseerse od biuide  agbtoged bas wibindat 49 
to a5 6 ree BAW Git Saris font edie. 6 ers ae = ie 
epee sOmbr ons 3o web a. one latneito ae. sit 9 | 
yita stot ail camt-ete feeted nlite 40 “ie » 
astz kl ary lr iqe xt boteeverAs, ytao WATS ape ic 


ne 8 me mee ee gyre 


Ore “Z ae hea. Pare 


naw Ta fe 


the entire teachings of Jesus by eliminating all the apocal- 
yptic elements from him as far as possible, particularly, his 
conception of the kingdom, 
the two Opposing schools seem to be a little too extreme 
and to have been prejudiced against each other. it would be 
impossible for anyone to apprehend the real conception of 
Jesus on the kingdom of God without taking the authentic say- 
ings in the Synoptic Gospels into account with open-mindedness 
and unprejudice,. 
in the beginning of Jesus! ministry, he proclaimed the 
repentance of sins for the reception of the kingdom. ‘this 
meant that the people might change their lives into righteous 
and pure ones, so that whe principle and the law of the new 
age would be instituted in their hearts. Not until this had 
been done, could Jesus be realized among men. Jesus, then, 
identified the principle and the law of the coming kingdom 
which should be operating in the individual. when we read 
Luke 17.20f, we may be able to understand what Jesus meant: 
"On being questioned by the Pharisees when God's 
kingdom was to come, he replied, God's kingdom 
is not coming with observation, nor shall men 
say, Lo herel or Lo there! for, behold, God's 
kingdom is within you." 
If we take this passage literally without much argument, 
Jesus meant to say that the kingdom had already started to 
enforce its laws in the hearts of the people, 
Again we read, "But if I, by the spirit of God, east 
out devils, then the kingdom of God is come to you" (Matt.12, 
283 fat 11.20) This signifies that Jesus had already start- 
ed to build the kingdom by driving out or lessening the in- 
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fluence and power of the devil which seemed to him dominating 
the present world, Jesus might have had the Persian mytholo- 
Gical idea of the world which was the prevailing one among 
his people. He did not, however, share with the apocalyp- 
tists the idea that the world should be absolutely destroyed 
for its wickedness. He hoped for it and expected that it 
would be transformed into a Spiritual state for the new age 
just a tHe individual would be renewed and spiritualized 
through repentance of sins. Jesus Clearly taught that God 
never ceased to care for the life of man. He told his dis- 
Ciples not to worry about cvheir lives because God who cares 
for the birds of the air, the lilies and grass of the field 
would sufficiently provide for them, (Matt.6.25-32) In 
other words, Jesus had been driving out the evil influences 
from the world as well as from the individual, so that the 
extension of the kingdom should be rapidly increased, 

Again we read, “here hath not arisen a greater chan 
John the Baptist; notwithstanding he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he." (Matt.11.11) Jesus! 
disciples and the others who followed him earnestly were al- 
ready in the kingdom but John stood only at the threshold, 
"The publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God be- 
fore Poa.” (Matt.21 32) These publicans and harlots whom the 
Pharisees regarded as sinners accepted the principle of the 
law of che kingdom which Jesus taught and were already enjoy- 
ing uhe glory of it. ‘the Pharisees and Scribes who rejected 
his Peechiuk could never come within the gate. "I behold satan 
as lightening fall from heaven." (Luke 10.18) ‘The power of 
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Satan we see was waning rapidly as Jesus enforced the law 
of the kingdom. "Many kings and propheus desired to see 
the things that ye see, and saw them not". (Luke 10.24) 
In this passage Jesus meant that his followers were very 
fortunate to see the real kingdom of God, Kings and pro- 
phets could only look for it but could never behold it. 

Therefore, we have sufficient evidences that warrant 
us that the kingdom was already started with Jesus and he 
was heralding its good news. Jesus not only heralded the 
fuvure kingdom of a loving Father but also the One who was 
inaugurated among men, so that they might enjoy it with 
him. 

The conception of the future kingdom, according to 
Jesus, depended upon the elements of the apocalyptic es- 
chatology. We have already seen that all the eschatolo- 
Sical teachings are carefully eliminated as intrusions of 
the early church. It is quite true that certain portions 
of the so-called apocalyptic gospel (Mark 15; Matt.24; and 
Luke 17) are held to be "an apocalyptic flying-sheet" by 
most scholars. That is, Mark 15.7f, 14-20 and 24-29 were 
Originally of the Jewish Christian apocalypse and mistakenly 
attributed to the sayings of Jesus. These verses deal chief- 
ly with the signs of Jesus! second coming and evidently con- 
tradict the teaching of Jesus on the consummation of the king- 
dom. Jesus never taught that there would be a warning by 
signs for his coming, except as in a group of these verses, 
Hae he said that his coming would be a sudden and unexpected 


one. The evangelists of the gospels also eschatologize some 
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1 McCown, C.C., The Promise of His Coming, pp.155,156 
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passages which had originally no reference to the future.” 
(Matt.6.1337.40; Mark 9.553 Luke 18.14;22.26) 

On the other hand, we have abundant evidences to say 
that Jesus certainly had the idea that the kingdon would be 
consummated on earth through the power of God, as well as 
through the series of his eschatological sayings. ‘The follow- 
ing passages indicate that the future kingdom would come with 


Jesus or that such already existed; 


"The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of 
God is at hand" (Mark 1.15; Matt.4.17) 

"Thy kingdom come. ‘Thy will be done in 
earth as it is in heaven" (Matt.6.10) 

"Ye shall see the Son of man sitting at 
the right hand of power, and coming with 
the clouds of heaven" (Mark 14.61f) 

"For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sin- 
ful generation, the Son of Man shall be 
ashamed of him, when he cometh in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels."(Mk.8.38) 
"Ye shall not see me henceforth, vill ye shall 
say: Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord", (Matt. 23.59) 

"Por in an hour that ye think not the Son of 
Man cometh." (Matt.24.44) 

"When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory."(Mt.25.31) 

"Verily I say unto you: This generation shall 
not pass away, until all these things be ac- 
complished." (Mark 13.350) 

"Verily I say unto you: there be some here of 
them that stand by which shall in no wise 
taste of death, till they see the kingdom of 
God come with power." (Mark 9.1) 

"Of that day or that hour knoweth no one, 
not even the angels of heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father." (Mark 15.32) 


The last eight eschatological sayings of Jesus undoubtedly 
have the idea that the future kingdom would be consummated 
by the fiat of God with Jesus as Messiah. These passages in- 
dicate that Jesus would appear in the future as the Messiah, 
1 Moffatt, J., The Theology of the Gospel, pp.72,75 
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the vice-gerent of God, 

in comparing che above two groups of sayings, we may 
be able to say that the eschatological sayings are even 
stronger and have the greater weight; not only, in their 
emphasis and vividness of language but also in the number 
of sayings. Thus, it would be unfair to hold a view that 
all these authentic sayings of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels 
should be eliminated as intrusions, because these teachings 
are contradictory to the principal teachings of Jesus. ‘the 
Same thing would be true with regard uo other Sayings of 
the present kingdom, 

We are almost forced to conclude that Jesus certainly 
had a conception of the kingdom which implied both a present 
existence and a future one which was yet to be realized. 
there is, however, among scholars differences of opinion as 


to the real motive of Jesus in his sayings of the eschatol- 


~ 


ogical kingdom. Some hold that all his apocalyptic sayings 
are literal, ignoring the consideration of the other side and 
even the real spirit of his teachings, in order to savisfy 
their premillenial view. Some have the notion that all these 
Sayings had been employed by our Lord figuratively, in order 
to express his faith, feelings and thought more effectively. 
Of course, this group is always at the danger of being guilty 
of modernizing Jesus too much through ctheir strong emphasis 
of his figurative use of the apocalyptic language. ‘There are 
more thoughtful scholars who take the middle road. ‘they con- 
sidered these uwo elements, allowing that Jesus used the 


apocalyptic language to some extent to savisfy his faith and 
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express his opinion more effectively. One of the chief 


exponents of this middle road says - 


"The vital point to be srasped, however, 
is that neither the apocalyptic nor pre- 
sent emphasis can be ruled out of the 
teaching of Jesus on the kingdom. And 
if any psychological aid.is sought in 
order to meet the situation which is 
thus created, the theology of Paul sup- 
plies what we want," 


Again he says, “Jesus, then, used not only apocalyptic lang- 
uage but apocalyptic ideas at certain moments of his life," 
Yet he does not mean that Jesus followed the selfish and 


material scheme of the apocalyptists for his spiritual and 


providential program. He said - 


"But the essential significance of the kingdom 
for Jesus is not to be found by interpreting 
it in the light of earlier or contemporary 
apocalyptic hopes. The kingdom varied even 
there with the parvicular conception of God 
or of Messiah, and when Jesus vook over chis 
ancestral hope of Judaism, he modified it in- 
evitably by connecting it with his profounder 
conception of God's nature and of his own des- 
tiny. "1 


Again, we read from another member of this group: 


"Te result of the study of Jesus! teaching 
is to leave us vwo contradictory elements 
only partially synthesized in the gospel 
records, perhaps even in his own thinking 
not fully fused. There was an apocalyptic 
element, which to most minds connoted a cer- 
tain external, mechanical scheme of the fu- 
ture, and a prophetic element, which was 
spiritual and internal as well as social. 
That any real genius, any virile leader in 
the world's thinking, is consistent, the — 
study of philosophy and religion has long 
ago disproved. Every such pioneer solves 
certain problesm but overlooks others, and 
even creates new ones, leaving them behind 
for his successors. Jesus has done more 
to solve the problems of the world, both 
theoretical and practical, than any one else 


Cea a a a aa a I at I a i a nit amd 


1 Moffatt, J., The Theology of the Gospel, p.82 
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who has ever lived. But there are still 
problems left and apvcalypticism is one 
of them, "1 


From a German scholar, we quote: 


"Jesus looking upon the misunderstanding and 
even hatred with which he met, could not 
think of his actual work as being the final 
establishment of God's kingdom. Jesus read- 
ing the Holy scripture could not help acknow- 
ledging that the prophecies wanted some other 
fulfilment. Being convinced that he was the 
Messiah, and thav he was bringing salvation 
to his people and all mankind, he had to look 
forward to a final success, and it was only 
in the form given by the prophets of old and 
by the apocalyptic tradition that he could 
imagine it. Being sure that he represented 
in himself the culmination of the religious 
history of his people, he could only think 
of himself, trained as he was in Jewish views, 
as standing at the end of history, at the meet- 
ing-point of the two ages." 


Our chief and main purpose is to investigate imparti- 
ally and without prejudice what Jesus! notion of the king- 
dom really was. in comparing the various interpretations 
the latter view is far more logical, reasonable, scientific, 
historical and impartial, for the reason, that there is no 
attempt to disgard any part of the authentic sayings of Jesus 
in regard to both the present and vhe future, and they also 
endeavor to bring out the intrinsic meaning of the sayings 
with a straight torward interpretation. 

We have noticed that the individualistic idea in relation 
to the kingdom began with Jeremiah, who said that God's law 
is to be written on man's heart (Jer.51.51ff) and developed 
more fully by Kzekiel, (II Isaiah) other postexilic prophets 
and apocalyptists up to the time of Jesus. However, Jesus 


taught the idea of the individual relation to the kingdom. 


1 McCown, C. C., The Promise of His Coming, p. 166 
2 Von Dobschutz, E., ‘the Eschatology of che Gospel, pe 181 
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If we accept unconditionally all the sayings of Jesus in re- 
Spect to both the present and the future kingdom, there would 
not be a shadow of a doubt as to his conception of both the 
individual and the social kingdom. According to Luke 17.20, 
in which Jesus said that the kingdom is within you, he indi- 
cated that an individual would receive the kingdom of God in 
his heart before it became a collective and oviward facet, or 
a concrete social form in the future. in the parable of the 
Sower and the seed, Jesus taught his disciples that the heart 
of man is the soil of the seed, the word of the kingdom. He 
not only taught the individual and social prineiple, but in 
all his teachings, he emphasized the individual worth of man 
as a member of society and of the kingdom of God. ‘This is 
sufficiently attested in the parable of the lost sheep, the 
piece of silver, and the prodigal son, which prove that God's 
great love is for every one. His high estimate of the indi- 
vidual soul was proven in his saying that the gain of the 
whole world would come to naught if one's life is lost. At 
the same time, he emphasized very strongly the high ethical 
standard of individuals in their relation vo society. 

God's kingdom was not confined to the Jewish people only 
but to every race or nation of vthe whole world, Jesus, who 
became indignant with the irreligious attitude of his people, 
said to them, "The kingdom of God shall be taken away from 
you, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof", (Matt.21.45) This passage was not spoken rashly, 


’ 


as a mere rebuking statement by Jesus at the moment of his 
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indignation against the priests and che Pharisees but was a 
carefully chought out statement. Jesus! heart was filled 
with the universalistic idea of the kingdom, when he saw 

the centurion's great faith: "Many shall come from the east 
and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and lsaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.“ Jesus evalued the centu-= 
rion's faith according to vhe true religious spirit and above 
the mere sons of Abraham; and he advocated that anyone chat 
had loyalty to and faith in God woula enjoy the blessings of 
the kingdom. He also indicated that his kingdom was the uni- 
versal one “the field of the worla"® (Matt.15.38) i. e. the 
Scene of the kingdom is the world. 

On the other hand, we find some hint of Jesus! particu- 
larism, especially in his saying: "Go not into the way of the 
Gentiles and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye nots 
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of israel," 
(Matt.10.5£) Even here, Jesus did not mean that he excluded 
Gentiles from the kingdom, but simply signified that he an- 
Xiously desired to save his people because the kingdom was so 
near. srrobably Jesus thought that the time was not yet ripe 
for preaching to the Gentiles. In the case of the Canaanite 
woman, Jesus simply tested her faith as to whether or not she 
was worvhy of having his help. After all, Christ's kingdom 
was not designed for israel exclusively but it was for the 
whole world. Jesus was fully conscious of this fact and 
taught it. “Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven", 
indicates the universal nature of Jesus! kingdom, ‘that tearth! 
meant the whole world. 


58 


AS 2 pee . aS ee oe ee 
a f i A : 7 ; 1 \ epiran fa 


: ihre 


Pier. A? De 


. rs Bee MENGE P Rs Sma * Site hoo ateeitg afd Peiaue OL: ~ 
: frodig Bay dn Ke ‘nueey eee Sane aacaatia pp 


Eats, ey Domkere. pteot ¥nevaed ‘lo abigertst ods. hy aaa = 
Rs a ieee eroigtion- esd erta ov: gnibroods de ke® ae) q 
Stir orocee dans hezenovba oc Dla puaiatcR “To ence OF OE, elk’ 
Whe aprons acig TWehse Diwoe boo oi titel Soe as gelege£ bast 
esata pid duciz betsoibitt ole ot .,mpbgaie) oak 


M58 (BE.6L,200n) “Bb icroe ond ‘tO-. ofet® eci® “ONO - soot 


~ 
= 


aa 


a 


Ge i moe \ <gbbom, extd: at mob pinto ody. 2e eaoge 
Big oust: 0 : dete emtos. brit 6H » phrasal neniso ects 20 ae 
3 aches -oteh gon ont TeuLiy ae B£et ih. ehieseeges cine | 
feedce maadiiamac. xy Yo ata We ons bas cocaine 


ae. eEseoRd eidong eid eves coo Doprtseb ytauo ee q 
egte dex son ean santa ety - teds dipyons nubel ¥idedots | teen 
fesbogene ots $6... 2095 ons sl. ,sefdsnot arc, OF. BALAI BOT Gy” ‘0% a 
ie fom x0: sanfsrecte of, es -citiay qed betaos ylomta acid aU 
en Bits ten ita tePtA ‘watod end uAbvad to ‘woam 4 

‘Cada Ok saw V2 sind vlevianioxs feateas, <0't" Doce ibeb: ton ’ me 
Dieta: Sen% etc) Yo suotsenaa YEU aw etinel, sb awe pee = 
viRevned-mi ei tb an Aaatee al snob od Liity we 4 


wan dk 


¢ 
fast Fate .wobgmtal tedeet ondan iS ‘obuis 


BE 


Ve God's Relation to the Members of His Kingdom. 
_— eS OF aS Kingdom, 


The kingdom of God is a universal one with God as the 
Supreme head. But Jesus did nut make the kingdom like the 
Roman Empire and God like Caesar, whom no ordinary citizen 
dared approach because of his authority. He fashioned his 
kingdom into a universal family or a big world family, of 
which God is the loving and merciful Father, ravher than an 
autocratic oriental king who would control his subjects un- 
mercifully. Neither was he considered as the stern father 
of the Roman family who had absolute power over the life 
and death of his children. Jesus pictured and revealed God 
as the kindest, most merciful and greatest loving father 
to all mankind. ‘the following are a few sayings which shed 
some light on this; | 

"Be merciful as your father is merciful" (Lk.6.36) 


"You shall therefore be perfect, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect. (Mt. 5.48) 

"That ye may be the children of your Father 

which is in heaven: For he maketh his sun 

to rise on the evil and on the good, and 

sendevh rain on the just and on the unjust." 
(Matt.5.44) 

"Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? 

and not one of them shall fall on the ground 

without your Father: But the very hairs of 

your head are all numbered. Fear not there- 

fore: ye are of more value than many sparrows," 
(Matt. 10.29ff) 


In the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15) God was 
portrayed as the most loving, magnanimous and tender Father 
to all vhvuse who repented and became members of his kingdom, 
This conception of wod came from the result of Jesus! own 
inner experience of communion with God and his profounder 


consciousness that he was the only Son, who could reveal the 
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nature of God and do his will in order to glorify the Pather 
and to save mankind to the kingdom of the Father. Jesus could 
not have made the following statement unless he himself had 
had such an experience as this: "All things are delivered 
unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Fath- 
er; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he 
to whomsoever the Son will reveal him." (Matt. 11.27) God's 
deep feeling for his Son is shown in the following, “And lo 

a voice from heaven, saying, ‘this is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased". (Matt, oel7) . And Jesus said, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest." (Matt. 11.28) Jesus invited every one, who was 
wandering outside of the kingdom, to learn his method of enter- 
ing it, in order to enjoy peace and joy with God, 


VI The Condition and Qualifications of the Members of the 
Kingdom 


the traditional and current Pharisaic notion of the con- 
dition of the entrance of God's kingdom was a faithful oe pune- 
tilious observance of ‘toreh without any moral responsibility 
on the part of man. Jesus declared that "the kingdom of God 
is at hand", ‘the repentance of sins is the first essential 
condition for the entrance of Christ's kingdom. ‘the one who 
has a desire to share with him the blessing of the kingdom 
should unconditionally leave all his selfish motives and become 
humble and righteous before God and man. A genuinely repentant 
man is a man who is absolutely freed from selfishness which is 
the root of all evil and which seemed to Jesus to be domina-~ 
ting the hearts of men as well as of svuciety as a whole. ‘his 
selfishness of the rharisees, the scribes, the Sadducees and 
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the Romans contaminated their hearts and blinded their eyes, 
so that they were not able to understand and receive the love 
and righteousness of God nor to see any social justice. vn 
the other hand, under the heavy pressure of selfishness, they 
were delighted to do any antisocial act. ‘The exploiting of 
the oppressed people excited Jesus! righteous indignation and 
patriotism to the proclamation of their repentance for the 
reception of the coming kingdom. 

in Jesus! thought, the true repented man of unselfishness 
must be poor in spirit; must mourn for his sin and that of 
others; must be meek in every way as he is unselfish; mist 
always go after righteousness; must be merciful for others 
as he has no ambition for his ow personal gain; must be pure 
in heart as he has nothing else but to see God; must be a 
peacemaker as he desires only to look after the well-being 
of humanity; must have courage enough to withstand any perse- 
cution for righteousness! sake because he himself is a right- 
eous man. He is the ideal member of the kingdom, because 
the kingdom belongs to him. 

Jesus clearly indicated that the selfishness of a man 
is the great blockade to the entrance of the kingdom when he 
demanded the young man to leave behind all his rich possess-~ 
ions for the benefit of the poor and to follow him. When the 
young man refused to obey him, Jesus said to his disciples, 
"Verily I say unto you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. and again i say unto you, it is easier 
for : camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God." (Matt. 19.23f) To leave 
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worldly possessions and pleasures and to follow Jesus is 
another way of interpreting the repentance of sin, 

to become humble is the greatest sign of real repentance. 
Conceit and haughtiness belong «to selfishness, personal glory 
and gain. in order to be completely freed from these, one 
must be as simple and humble as a child that he might have 
the privilege of entrance into the kingdom, 

Werily I say unto you, except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself 
as this little child, the same is the great- 
est in the kingdom of heaven." (Matt.18.3f) 

Jesus laid down the supreme law of the kingdom of God 
which the Pharisees hoped to enter through the observance of 
the Mosaic law. ‘the Supreme law is love for God and man and 
this is the essence of all laws. Until a member of the king- 
dom observes and obeys it and applies it to all activities 
of life, he can never be claimed as a true Citizen of the 
kingdom of God. When the young lawyer and scribe asked Jesus 
which commandment was greatest, Jesus promptly answered: 

"And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and all thy strength. 
The second is this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyseli. There igs none other 
commandment greater than these." (Mk.12.50f ) 

the scribe approved Jesus! Saying and seemed to under- 
stand the real significance of his teaching, and the superi- 
ority of this Law over all the offerings and sacrifices which 
were regarded as the essence of the Jewish religion. Jesus 
said to him, "Thou art not far from the kingdom of God." (Mk, 


12.54) Had Jesus seen that this man not: only approved and 
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understood his teaching but practiced it, he might have said, 
"Thou art the real citizen of the kingdom of God and ready 
to enjoy the blessings of it with me." To love God is to 
understand him, his purpose and his will and to endeavor to 
be like him. ‘the true candidate ot the membership of the 
Father's great family most follow the example of Jesus. in 
the first place, he should be loyal to God. Jesus! only ambi- 
tion and supreme effort was to discover and do vhe will of God 
even at the cost of his life. In the garden Jesus said, "My 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass away from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will,but as thou wilt." (Matt.26.39) 
the true son of God should have the spirit of seeking first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness with the understand= 
ing that all other things are secondary. (Matt.6.55) in the 
second place, he must have an unshaken faith and trust in God 
as his Loving Father. He must see that God is ever ready to 
help him solve the problems of life. The power of God never 
can be beneficial to anyone who does not acknowledge it. "If 
ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto 
this mountain, remove hence to yonder places; and nuthing shall 
be impossible unto you." (Matt. 17.20) This verse is ques- 
tioned by many authorivies as vo its authenticity. Even if it 
is an interpolation Jesus certainly had such faith in God that 
he could liken the power to a grain of mustard seed. 

In the third place, he should accept his love in full meas- 
ure. He must realize that it is his great privilege to become 
the Ben of God, just as Jesus was to become a full member of 


God's kingdom. He must nou hesitate vo accept une honor of his 
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sonship with God and Christ. One can hardly be loyal to 
God unless he realizes that he is a real son of the Father, 
Paul had a unique experience of God's love. He said "Pon 
as many as are led by the spirit of God, these are sons of 
God." (Romans 8.14) ‘That is, any loving God would 63 willing 
to co-operate with him, to carry out his purpose for the sal- 
vation of the individual as well as for all mankind, 

To love one's neighbor cannot be apart from the love of 
God if it is to be complete and perfect. Jesus demonstrated 
his great love for God in his unreservedly loving mankind, 
Man should obey this commandment and put it into practice, in 
order to enjoy citizenship of God's kingdom. ‘his is the es- 
sence of his qualification of Citizenship. Jesus said, "Come 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world” and Jesus invited men into 
his kingdom because they loved their poor, thirsty, sick and 
hungry neighbors. Again he said, “Inasmuch as ye did it to 
one of these my brevhren, even these least, ye did it unto 
me." (Matt.25.54-40) God's love is only for men and his pur- 
pose and will are only for the well being, joy and peace of 
humanity. So loving others is the work of God himself, 

the love tor ovher men consists of three chief factors: 
namely, helpfulness, Sebehcs and sacrifice. As Jesus Christ 
helped the poor, the sick and sinful, a member of the kingdom 
must do the same. He should be a helping hand to his fellow- 
men in order that they might be led to a higher, nobler and 
Leis life, with a realization that the solution of their 


life problem, and their welfare are his own as well as theirs, 


64 


Bee ey (eyo ed Clive! cea une > eee bas: bee of 
i ae im ey a 
eerrerres Ac) So oe There ni ot hate a6xataat ah = ies 
; Neaul GP dive 2}! ioe alooe ne a euptine 3 7’ 4 
an : 


eecss ok Bivow Ree oe ‘the’ Si Fate tities enkeotfs 868) 
ag dl xen sacrrton esa HO. erred oa) pak ty re sraseusnts) i af 


— 
aos. 


sbtibtnan bie YO ea Liew ee Laubiytiar eds 19 wae 
aie aaa snort gage ad Saenao gotidatn Behe evel oe 
tes p evant ae bre 6goai fame ad of ek ab at 


itt mola #100 AC gidanesitto whne os soba 
om saitanontato te woidees Ttaeheup eid to: wai 


3 - af Berek fice “pieew sith 9 0 Ld abawolt ode ihe 
poets xine n Reise bores <a eoitaaee stobsatt €: =a 
— Anant: bikes a a2 2Bh Pte 


; Hf ; a a bone #03 tat: an ‘Syet a) bob: (0b-88. 28,09 m1) ea 
en sf ‘box xot, yBited EPew aud or Wino ets Litw bre ae 


D 5 A oe 
- ae ay ieeate pay‘ aie eth kk ar ackia: wires: “e> renames 


as 


— x ai 
& 


7) 
a 


ets wert te Loe etatenad ent radio no ‘vee ein, “ 


abs ‘te ‘ect R  bytaee ls bite wads orig por 7 fon 
nati: str og saci oiteeited 8 i SRT 5 ai eit,” 


Vt) 


ae 


the mutual helpfulness and dependence is the essence of the 
success of the progress of human society under this sreat 
principle of our life. ‘the genuine fruit of love for oneis 
fellowmen is his willingness and readiness of service to 
them. He must bring himself to the true light of God with 
the best he has in him. Whether he is a preacher, layman, 
teacher, business man, laborer, artist or politician, he 
must do his best in his own profession with the spirit of 
true service toward the betterment of society and the exten- 
sion of God's kingdom. All his participation in human acti- 
vity must be considered as service for the ongoing movement 
of the community. He should have a deep consciousness that 
the progress oi the world civilization and widespread Christ- 
janity was achieved only by noble and unselfish services and 
that the ongoing movement cannot be continued and the welfare 
of society cannot be accomplished without his co-operation | 
of service, 

There is no real love without the spirit of sacrifice, 
for without sacrifice, it would be a love without life. ‘he 
true citizen of any nation must prove himself to be patriotic 
and loyal to his country Chvewen the spirit of service and 
self sacrifice. ‘the same thing would be true with the mem- 
bers of the kingdom of God. He ought to be loyal through self- 
sacrifice in doing the will of God. 

Jesus became our pioneer and example in order that we 
might become the true heirs of his kingdom. So every prospec- 
tive eVeizen of the kingdom must follow the same spirit of 
Jesus in this respect. He clearly taught that no one could be 
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the followers of him, or fellow citizens of his kingdom un- 
less he sacrificed and followed him. 
“And he that taketh not his cross and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of 
me. He that findeth his life shall 
lose it: and he that loseth his life 
for my sake shall find Lt.” (Matt.11,39) 
Through supreme Sacrifice, Jesus triumphed over selfishness 
to complete his love for men and to redeen them from their 
Sinful life. No one can share with him the love of God and 
the inheritance of his kingdom unless he also shares with 
Jesus his suffering for the salvation oi the world, without 
which the love of God and that of humanity never could have 
a ee 
been manifested. Jesus,said to John and to James: 
“Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to 
drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and 
to be baptized with the baptism that I am. 
baptised witht They say unto him, we are 
able. and he saith unto them, ye shall 
drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with: but to 
sit on my right hand and on my left, is not 
mine to give, but it shall be given to them 
for whom it is prepared of my Pather,* 
(Matt.20.22f) 

Finally, the true citizen of the kingdom must recognize 
Jesus as the real revealer of God, who opened the gate of God's 
kingdom to ali men who desire to live up to the law of the king-= 
dom. ‘The absolute loyalty to Jesus is one of the greatest re- 
quirements of the members of God!s household. Jesus greatly 
emphasized that every heir of his kingdom must manifest his im- 
plicit faith and loyalty to him before the world, in order to 


carry out his command and continue his work, regardless of per- 
. 


secution which might come to him. Jesus said, 
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"Whosoever therefore shall confess me 

before men, him will L confess also 

before my father which is in heaven, 

But whosoever shall deny me before 

men, him will I also deny before my 

Father which is in heaven."(Matt. 1U.22f) 
VII Jesus! Relation to the Kingdom as Messiah 

From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus was fully aware 
that his relation to the kingdom as Messiah was a very close 
one. Just as on other important subjects, there are various 
Opinions among scholars on this one also. Some went tO ex- 
tremes and tried to disprove that Jesus had an opinion of him- 
self as Messiah, by claiming that all the sayings in the gos- 
pels in reference to this, were probably interpolated by the 
early churches or the evangelists themselves. There would not 
be left anything in the Gospels, ‘as authentic, if the opinion 
of these critics was accepted. 

Some scholars hold the view that at the end of Jesus! min- 
istry, he suddenly awakened to the fact that he was the Messiah 
for it was not until then that he indicated the same. vther 
scholars have the idea that Jesus became conscious of his Mess- 
iahship as time went on through his various experiences. Never- 
theless, Jesus certainly had the consciousness that he was com- 
missioned as the Son of God or Messiah to proclaim and: estab- 
lish cvhe kingdom of God on earth. ‘this we see when we care- 
fully investigate the references in the Synoptic Gospels. In 
the iirst piace, Jesus had a very unique experience at the time 
of his baptism, “Thou art my beloved son, in thee I am well 


pleased.” (Mark 1.10f) ‘This means that Jesus must have been 


conscious that he was really the Son of God who could please 
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God by doing perfectly his will. ‘the same experience had 
occurred to him at the time of his transfiguration, when his 
three disciples were supposed to have heard cthe same voice, 
His Sonship seemed to him a responsibility laid upon him by 
his Father, to establish God's kingdom on earth. He felt 
that he was the Messiah to carry out the purpose of God in 
establishing his kingdom. He did not entertain any current 
note of a Messiah who would usher in the kingdom for the pur- 
pose or overthrowing che Roman empire. ‘the svory of his temp- 
tation in the wilderness, right after the Baptism, clearly 
attests that he felt himself as Messiah and the program of his 
kingdom was not the material and political one but the spirit- 
ual one. 

in the second place, Jesus taught that he was greater than 
either prophet or king. 'And behold, a greater than Jonah is 
here", "And behold, a greater than Solomon is here", (Matt.12,44f) 
If we accept these statements as of Jesus, then he realized that 
he was the Messiah who should be greater than either the king 
or the prophet.- 

in the third place, Jesus with a profounder sense of his 
Messiahship healed the sick, and cast out the evil spirits from 
men and did other wonderiul miracles which startled the people, 
He felt that he could do these things only with the spirit and 
power of God as his son and Messiah. Jesus said, "If L by the 
spirit of God cast out demons, then is the kingdom of God come 
upon you", (Matt.12.28) Again Jesus told the embassy of John 


the Baptist that he should tell John what wonderful things he 
SS Se eS LAE TE TE I tara cea eee nee 
1 Mathews, Shailer, The Messianic Hope in the N.T., p.91 
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he had done to convince him who he might be. He was conscious 
of the power that belonged to the Messiah, not only to work 
miracles, but also to forgive sins. When he healed the man 
who was palsied he said, "Man, thy sins are forgiven thee" . 
(Luke 5.20) and when he heard the criticism of the Pharisees 
and Seribes, he turned to then Saying "that ye may know that 
the Son of Man hath authority on earth to forgive sins.“ Jesus 
also said to the woman who washed his feet with oil and kissed 
them, "Thy sins are forgiven" (Luke 7.48) ‘his authority of 
forgiving of sins was understood to belong to either God or 
the Messiah, 

In the fourth place, Jesus clearly signified in his various 
eschatological sayings concerning the appearance of the future 
kingdom that he was the Messiah of the coming kingdom. For in-= 
stance, Mark 8.583;14.61f39.1; Matt.25.59324,.44:25.31; and Luke 
13.55 Pails whe that Jesus would come with the kingdom as the 
Messiah in the cloud and the glory of God accompanied with holy 
angels. If these sayings are considered and accepted as the 
true sayings of Jesus, there is not any question but that he 
was aware of his Messiahship. 

in the fifth place, his triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
is in ae ee with Zechariah 9,9 and seems to prove that Jesus 
realized his Messiahship. ‘this Messiah was not the conquerer 
of theworld in a military sense but was a type of the Zechariah 
Messiah or king, who was so lowly that he would ride upon an 
ass. Again, when he entered the temple, he drove out all the 
eae changes and merchants who sold animals for sacrifice and 


with authority he said "My father's house...e.e-" All this 


69 


helenae Me ol red Fetes art gale cope. ae: i 7 li v) 
i ~agOw O85 Woo cok ,dataced waza Denne.tod. amd awed” vie Sop 
ss han es Seivmt od ceil, sake rer og onts ‘Hos pa | 
hes ia geytace on Bek wit yee”. Stee on betatey eae oi é 
BEDrAMY ort) to aekolsesd ots brine cd avrty bee (O8sa ‘eal 
; ‘wont Sec oy ders". gabyas mens of Hertha ert wodoroe vg 
ae WVhgroL 08 izpe no. Yitrodisa iad cok tO) moe ad 
» Lie ecw deat Bit Sereen one, nawow oil! az bize ely 
¢ a atte (Shy ¥ asus} “agit Oth His we” eno | a 


7 
ree wd seated ou. bootetebas soiy esate to bales 
a 
a 


iF ae : Pile saf S's sta teneth edd 4 


‘ 


wh F 4. Bie xlreeto evel » seni. gare? edd Ble 


9 


# re wekornoaas ada antorpenue vadkees kentahtore team 4 


pbs 852 4. pap a Shs ecnsiBes8 wien, at 
‘ects. efit OOS: Hhigor avaes taads eseakbat ’ ta? 
oao8 foe, 30 = eda Baus puo.le effy, ce unde 7 | 


Re eotirrage +02 efanten bioe ctr fiaccaene Be 25 ts fhe 
eras tik? .....cenaodt 2 etree ea? Stee | « 


> 
7 f 
ae : 
Vi oie 
-_ o 


never could have happened unless Jesus himself was fully con- 
scious of his sacred mission as the Messiah of the kingdom. 

Finally, Jesus announced that he was unquestionably 
the Messiah or Christ, when he sat before the Court of the 
people and the High Priest questioned him, “Art thou the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" And he answered: "I am 
and ye shall see the "Son of Man" sitting at the right hand 
of Power and coming with the cloud of heaven." (Mark 14.61f) 
The title, "The King of the Jews" (Mark 15.26) on his cross, 
indicated that he acclaimed himself as the Messiah of both 
the present and the future kingdom of God, 

His Messiahship was not publicly acclaimed until he and 
his disciples were at Caesarea Philippi where he revealed 
it. Even here, he did not claim himself to be such directly, 
but only in an indirect way; by an affirmative answer from 
Peter, who said "Thou art the Christ", 

We cannot definitely understand why Jesus withheld his 
Messiahship until his ministry was about to close. Probably 
he concealed it for two reasons: first, since his program of 
the kingdom and Messiahship was totally different from the cur- 
rent one, and since the people were absolutely ignorant of the 
nature of the kingdom he proclaimed. He might have been afraid 
that they would naturally become confused with his Messiahship 
and the one which they anxiously hoped for. So he gradually 
worked teaching his disciples and the people the nature of his 
Messiahship until the time was right to announce it publicly. 


Again, he might have feared that he would have trouble with the 
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priestly class and with the koman officials and his mission 
would not be accomplished, 

in the Synoptic Gospels, Jesus was acclaimed publicly 
as the "Son of Man" more than fifty times. ‘this title was. 
considered as high as the title Messiah, for the reason that 
the “Son of Man" was the symbol of fdew ized Israel. (Daniel 
7.15) But the Book of Enoch portrayed the "Son of Man" as 
the pre-existent being with God and the judge of the world 
in the last day and not as the Davidie or military being. 
No one can determine why Jesus applied the title "Son of man" 
to himself instead of Messiah, Possibly, his Messiahship 
was different from the current idea and the apocalyptic 
title, “Son of Man", was very fitting. Again, his Messiah- 
ship was represented by the future as well as the present 
kingdom, and the title “Son of Man" was applicable to the 
heavenly being of the apocalyptic prophecy who would be the 
judge of the world at the final day. 

Jesus became fully conscious of his suffering as well 
as of his Messiahship. At Caesarea Philippi, he announced 
both his Messiahship and his suffering. He had a strong con- 
viction that he should suffer in order to accomplish his great 
mission. He saw very clearly that the only way to redeem the 
world was through his suifering and death. When Peter peti- 
tioned him to get away from such an idea, he rebuked him and 
called him satan, because he thought that his suffering was 
a divine plan through which the purpose of God would be car- 
ried out and his will would be done. ‘then Jesus said to his 
disciples, “If any man will come after me, let him deny him- 


(3 


“eae $2a Gre 2fntoitW vawon ear ‘hires Bess tanto ¢ 
gp bene t Repmseio ‘od Ren 
i eee. bemle fone nam Worst 1 eLeqace dbs rou 8 ead! ae 
oe paw cists beet +Sostts wees edgy eos "nee 10 no BY a 
paney masen ert woe viababeM Biste eit vem Hy.gt ms pociae 
oasis vioerel esi Laob © 1s Lotiege ets naw “eal 30 ned m Be 
‘om a noe Lise Latent hsota “lo* 190g ex toe Pa 


als 
i 
—s 
’ 


ies gthte ccs ‘pEbtent eae" Be tom bre Tab aval ettt 4 
am ith berlaqe eheey eel Simrad eb: ion oni z 
camel mes eefeieect | sHslenon te baecear (eam 4 a 
| ~ eat bas Robt Sette eu: ots dneteltED | ae : 


a 
Al 
> 


ant GMA ‘Bakes A Tre aw + tet 16. ioe 02s 


re joni: ‘2 flew #2 ores et ett 9d bed: ciset Ger" aay we 
bein: Bw “raat ‘Lo nee" aiziv ode” ban # IH. 
me ebisoW. ox Yootizors oti¢yfeshge om! 26 ated XE ever 


= = et 34 
a 
. 


Res 


Ac 


= ae meats. a - 8-0 Fake’: ee de bitow- ame a 


a 
a. 


ad Sawite aoravest a tdenatecen ett Eh 
ees e ‘pari oH . BALSST lis gia bee qisieciatated ee a 
" past fet resane of metro nt TS hur ative fie ‘it? sant mt sae aa 
| Bbe oF il ciate ett PAHs visdeLs rev Was eh social 
isea et eS next: -siftaob ‘bas enive Vive ‘srt ‘dauorceds aa 1 | 
hei Bie dexter et epi ‘oem sia air’ vava toy oo ate é 
aE Suere’ Wwe ean dant winwortt ad beyelew* even ata 
man ac Blue bed. 4a sedgrug wats stoi tee oe 
Sin od hts sine. Godt > Senb’- et ticiow fade " hod: 


ae si 
“a0 YNeb min 3 OL. en tes Ga5 fe aan dA6h ae ‘. 


nti, 0 Lee : eer y 
ae . / aa ums 


Self, and take up his cross, and follow me," (Matt. 16.24) 
Jesus signified that he must suffer in order to bring all men 
to the kingdom of God, and that the one who wished to become 
a member of it must also suffer, “For even the Son of Man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many" (Mark 10.55) He might have been 
greatly impressed with the righteous and suffering servant 

of Ii Isaiah 52, who was portrayed as the redeemer of the 
people through his sacrifice for their Sins. He might have 
adapted this suffering servant to himself just as in the case 
of Zechariah's lowly king. (Zech.9.9; ‘To Jesus this lowly 
king was an ideal one to be adopted for the kingdom of God, 

He was the real type to be represented by Jesus as the iessiah 
of the present kingdom just as the heavenly being of. the apoc~ 
alyptic prophecy was the only type to be represented by Jesus 
as the Messiah of the future kingdom which would be suddenly 
ushered in. 

Jesus realized that the selfishness of man would not be 
wiped from the heart of every individual unless some force 
conquered it and that force was the self sacrifice of love, 
Jesus! love for humanity had triumphed over the sins of the 
world and accomplished the purpose of God so far as he was con-= 
cerned. 

Conclusion 

I The Coming of the Kingdom of God 

We have seen the Old Testament, the apocalyptic and Jesus! 
ne on the kingdom of God. ‘The nature of the historical con- 
ception of it was a particularistic, national, political and 


72 


Fereiu. ochr eco exis vas 


re 


Obs ts se) S£i) 


get 


ficw £to cpiy vey Pay 
- - ir PP 9 
i 


“Be ec (fF 


o®. Gon 


materialistic kingdom. The Davidic kingdom under the theo- 
cratic ruler brought about the power of God in order that 

the ancient glory of the nation might be revived. ‘Their Yah- 
weh was considered as their tribal or national God as well 

as their war God, and was regarded as the God of the universe 
and its ruler. Yet the nation was always taken to be the 
chosen nation and Superior to all others, [In consequence of 
this, Israel was to be tested as Yahweh's chosen people on 
the “Day of Yahweh" in the opinion of the pre-exilic pro- 
Phets. The day would be the “Judgment Day" of israel for 
her sins. But the "Day of Yahweh" would be the “Day of Pun- 
ishment" for the enemies of the nation, according to the 
exilic and postexilic prophets generally. Gradually, the con- 
ception of God and the religious idea developed to the high- 
est degree. Individualism also began. The kingdom of God or 
the theocratic kingdom was ever bound up with their national 
aspiration. When this kingdom was realized under the direct 
rule of God or indirect rule of the theocratic king, the peo- 
ple would be glorified and would become a superior and ruling 
nation over the whole world. 

The apocalyptists who were greatly disappointed at the 
condition of both the nation and world at large, took up the 
work of the prophets which was left unsolved and attempted to 
work 1t out in their own way. fheir idea of the kingdom of 
God was prominent in their national aspiration. ‘fThey were 
pessimistic toward the world because there was no hope for it 
as <7 was so corrupt that it never could be fit for the coming 
age. Thus they believed that the world should be destroyed. 
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Their hope was only in the future world. ‘the new age was 
Supposed to be ushered in suddenly and miraculously by the 
fiat of God. ‘that new age or kingdom of vod would be ruled 
by the Messiah who would have been the vice-gerent of God, 
conquering the king of israel and the pre-existing heavenly 
being with the power ot God to judge the world. ‘the indi- 
vidual importance in the new community was strongly empha- 
Sized; both particularism and universalism in the nature of 
the new age were advocated but the latter was emphasized; 
the idea of immortality of the individual soul and the heaven- 
ly kingdom as well as the earthly kingdom were prominently 
expressed; and the idea of a transcendent God was prominent 
in their thinking. in the new age, only the righteous would 
enjoy peace, joy and prosperity, while all the wicked people 
would be punished. in this respect the Lsraelites were con- 
Sidered to be righteous. ‘the general note of their new age 
was chiefly centered with the blessing and the glory of the 
Jewish nation. 

Jesus! kingdom was not based on the national interest 
of the prophetic and apocalyptic program with a materialistic 
and selfish end. He founded it on a solid basis of a bighly 
religious and spiritual kind. He was too big to be inter~ 
ested only in the national aspiration of an extermal sort, 
His sole interest and great aspiration was to bring about the 
spiritual rebirth of individual man and the new condition of 
the world, which seemed to him the beginning of the establish- 
ment of God's kingdom, not only in the hearts of men but also 
in society at large. Of course, he accepted the future king- 
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dom which would be suddenly ushered into the world by the 


intervention of God. He dia not accept it on its face value, 


but he spiritualized it in the highest religious sense, He 
assumed the Messiahship of both the present and future worlds. 

Jesus! kingdom could never be ruled by the Mosaic law 
but by love which was instituted by Jesus as a new command- 
ment and as the supreme law of his kingdom. God was no long- 
er regarded as the transcendent and majestic king of his em- 
pire but he became che loving iather of his children. ‘the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of mankind became a 
well established principle of his kingdom, 

Jesus never became a pessimist at the condition of the 
wicked world as the apocalyptists did although he recognized 
the fact that the world was predominantly swayed by the in- 
fluence of evil. On the other hand, he was always hopeful 
for the world because God ruled and cared for it. He never 
had the idea that it would be destroyed on account of its 
corrupt condition as vuhe apocalyptists did but he had courage 
and love to transform it into a fitting and decent place, in 
which the consummation of the kingdom would be realized for 
its redemption. 

Therefore, Jesus! conception of the kingdom was nut the 
traditional and current one, but an original one which is high- 
ly ethical, supremely spiritual and religious instead of the 
political and material program of the prophets and of the apoc= 
alyptists. 


Jesus held the idea that the kingdom was already started 


with him and would be consummated suddenly by the power of God, 
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Our chief concern is with the kingdom which was started by 
our Lord over two thousand years ago and which is ours to 
enjoy and develop, 

If The Present Kingdom of God. 

it was not important for Christ to know when the king- 
dom would be Red) igea. He left this entirely with the Father, 
because he only was inverested in building up the present 
kingdom; in making men righteous and thus transtorming the 
world to a new order. ‘this problem should be wholly left 
with Jesus just as he left the idea of the future kingdom with 
God. uur problem is how our kingdom can be rapidly extended 
over the world, so that all the people would live peacefully 
and happily under his kingdom. 

During the last two thousand years, the kingdom gradually 
grew stronger. We must imagine what the world would have Do= 
come without the kingdom of God. Many ungrateful Christians 
were gloomy at the present world situation which seemed to 
them to be getting worse instead of better, At the same time 
they looked forward passively and apocalyptically to the se- 
cond coming of Christ thinking that this useless and wicked 
world must soon come to an end. These modern apocalyptists 
were probably more than tre disciples of Jesus, who were 
busy carrying on the work left by him to be continued in order 
that the will of God might be done. 

in studying the world history carefully, we find the 
world is really getting better all the time. The moral stan- 
dard ue human society all over the world is much higher. Every 


nation begins to realize that it cannot exist, as a real nation 
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without contributing something toward world peace and the 
progress of civilization and co-operation with other nations 
of the world. Thus international relationship is more friend- 
ly since the great war than ever before. For instance, the 
League of Nations and the recent Kellog's peace treaty are 
g00d examples of this, In our industrial age, there are 

many less conflicts between Capitalists and laborers, ‘there 
never has been a time more than today for greater co-operation 
between these two for the betterment of industrial conditions, 
From a manifestos of a certain group of British employers and 
Labor leaders is set forth the following: 


“Certain large groups of British employers 

and employees have come to recognize Christ 

as an intermediary between capital and labor; 
they no longer bar him at the door of their 
discussions. in fact, as we read, vuhey have 
fallen back on the application of his teachings 
as necessary 1f peace is to obtain and employ- 
er and employees live in happier relation‘“+ 


in the reprinting of parts of the documents the following 
is concluded: 


"No real peace in industry, no substantial pro- 
gress toward co-operation of etfort which is es- 
sential to prosperity, is possible except along 
the lines of Christian fellowship, On right 
lines there will be consideration for the human 
element in industry, a closer personal touch, a 
respect for each other, strong resentment against 
the settlement of differences and disputes by 
a mere trial of force with its disastrous conse- 
quences, and a convicvion that all difficulties 
should be regulated by a frank discussion of 
what is just and right between man and man, we 
believe that there are now distinctly favorable 
signs of a desire on the part of leaders of opin- 
ion to get together to discuss industrial rela- 
tions in the light of Christ's teaching; and we 

> think the time is particularly opportune for a 
definite united effort on the part of all thought- 
ful citizens to insure that such a discussion 


Author unknown, in Literary Digest for May 26, 1928. 
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Shall take place in a favorable atmos- 
phere, and that this forward movement may 
be accorded a sympathetic response," 


From the Labor leaders manifesto we read - 


“On the contrary, the fellowship holds that in 
mine, factory, workshop and counting house, 
there should be a social consciousness and a 
realization of the social purpose of our econ- 
omic activities. it believes that the human 
personality requires, amid the roar of mach- 
inery the darkness of the pit and the calm of 
the counting house, the spirit of true brother- 
hood. it realizes that the Christian ethic must 
be applied to all the many sided activities of 
the nation's life if the kingdom of God is to 
come on earth, 


“Industry was made for man, and not man for in- 
dustry; and while the importance of economic 
influence must be in mind, material considera- 
tions and personal motives cannot be allowed 
to cram the human spirit and to transcend the 
public weal. industry exists to serve humanity, 
and its fundamental aims can only be achieved 
by the eradication of smaller personal motives, 


"To transform the conflicting interests, class 
prejudices and narrow motives, which now so 
deeply mar our industrial order, is a noble 
work which demands careful and patient labor. 
The task of thinking out, in the light of the 

. Christian gospel, the perplexing problems of 
the economic system is one which cannot be set 
aside. to replace injustice, unrighteousness 
by righteousness, strife by co-operation, will 
tax all our powers." 


This clearly attests that the industrial world not only 
in England but in other countries feel more and more that the 
application of Christ's teaching of the brotherhood of mankind, 
service and co-operation through love, is the only solution 
for their problems. ‘The same thing is true with every phase 
of human activity. With a constant realization of the appli- 


cation of Jesus' teachings in all human endeavors, the moral 


standard of human society wvould eventually be heightened. Never- 
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theless, we must not be too optimistic and contended with 
this slow progress. oun the contrary, we should see that 
the great antisocial motives and spirit still predominantly 
pervade throughout the “whole social structure of the world. 
As the great nations are Swayed by che spirit of self aggran- 
dizement and power, weaker nations becoms the object of en- 
croachment of the former. jhe system of exploitation still 


hoa 


@xXists in the industrial and commercial world in no small 


—.5 


Gegree,. 

An autocratic spirit and very corrupt conditions are still 
dominating the politics of the world. Almost unspeakeable evils 
are found in the so called civilized society. ‘The racial pro- 
blem is very acute and precarious because of the existence of 
race prejudice among many races. Amons Christian people, we 
find selfishness, a spirit of externalis, mechanism and self 


glorification instead of the Christ like spirit of love. All 


Qu 
a 
wy 


these conditions should be remedie iti an intensive appli- 
cation of the principle and the law of the kingdom of God. 
That is to say, the international relation as well as the racial 
relation is yet to be thoroughly Christianized. Politics, com- 
merece and industry are still to be humanized in harmony with 

the teachings of Christ. Social relationships mst be funda- 
mentally based on Christian ideals and when these vital pro- 
Dlems are satisfactorily solved by the supreme law of the 


a 


kingdom, and people realize that God is Father and all men are 


brothers, the kingdom of God will be established on earth. 
v 


In order to accomplish this great task, the Christians 


wust come to the realization that we should not be self con- 
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tented and complacent like the Pharisees, thinking that we 
only are in the kingdom because of our Christian faith, “fF 
we want to be real and dynamic citizens of the kingdom, we 
should be righteous and coworkers with Christ, having the 
spirit of service, selfsacrifice and love for God and men 

in building up the kingdom. Our best service must be render= 
ed in every possible way: through money, labor and intellee- 
tual power as well as the Spirit for the advancement of the 
kingdom, 

This kingdom of Jesus Christ is the greatest blessing to 
the world, because there is no other way to have its salvation, 
This is the greatest and best solution for the most perplexing 
and colosal problem of our world. Thus Jesus is right now the 
Messiah of this kingdom of God, leading it slowly yet glorious- 
ly toward its final consummation. He is as Our Messiah, a liv- 
ing force, guiding us safely and majestically in the direction 


of completing his kingdom on earth, 
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